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INTRODUCTION BY THE EDITOR; REMEMBERING SPRINGS PAST 


Harry E. Salyards 

Getting off the plane from Las Vegas, the cool evening air of Nebraska was incredibly fresh. And 
over the next several weeks, images as diverse as the dew glistening on intensely green grass, and 
the air redolent of lilac blooms, have taken me back to Springs past. Curiously, those images are 
intertwined in my memory with “coin memories”— what I was doing with coins when fresh breezes 
blew, the sun was just warm enough, and the world, like my collection, seemed full of possibility. 

Spring, 1963. I’d sit on the creaking old porch swing— the “glider type,” canvas-covered cushions 
over an iron frame— sipping my Grandma’s homemade lemonade, and dream of filling the many 
holes remaining in my Whitman folder for Indian cents. I had started with about a dozen well- 
worn cents, that had been saved for my mother in her childhood (the oldest was an 1886), and had 
gradually filled in all of the dates from 1879 through 1909, except 1885 and the “S” mints. You 
could buy all the dates in that range for about a buck in Good condition; and in that booming 
collector era, all the department and some of the discount stores in Omaha had a display case of 
coins for sale. From my school friend Tom Hunt (who’d also sold me a duplicate 1914-D for 
about half of a set of Washington Quarters I’d collected from circulation) I’d gotten the 1859, 
1860, 1862, and 1863-and literally half of an 1868: it had been cut in two from 2 o’clock to 8. I 
remember wondering if it was still worth half of the VG price for that date— $12. I doubted it. I 
had only one Flying Eagle— an 1857 in Fine. This was from my other Grandmother, who had 
come to this country from Sweden in 1900, and had apparently found it in circulation. After she 
died, in April 1962, we found it carefully wrapped in a paper, labelled “Eagle Penny”-Thereby 
refuting the family story she used to tell, that my Dad had gotten into her things and spent it for ice 
cream as a child. But I lacked the other Flying Eagles, the two lower-mintage copper nickel 
Indians, and all of the dates from 1866-1878 except 1865. Seeing as these were priced anywhere 
from $4 to $40 in Good— plus a whopping $65 for the 1877—1 could only dream of owning them. 

April, 1974. Married six months, I had rediscovered the joy of coins. I had purchased the 1805 
S-267 about which I spoke at the EAC Educational Forum last month; I had even taken to keeping 
it on my bedside table, and looking at it again each evening. Phyllis had encouraged me to buy it— 
she appreciated the additions to my Indian cents, as well. But her instincts were better than mine in 
certain other areas; she couldn’t quite see paying $25 for any Lincoln cent— and she definitely was 
less than lukewarm about the Peace dollars I was buying. That Spring, while I’d wait for her to 
return from her late evening stints in Emergency Medicine in one of Omaha’s inner city hospitals. 
I’d sit with the French windows of our fourth-floor walkup open to the night breezes, and study 
my “new” coins— everything from those dollars down to rolls of steel cents. Did I have any notion 
of what I was doing, collecting all this stuff? Not really— beyond filling in holes in old collections. 

I was still two years away from completing my Buffalo nickels (with a ‘13-S type two, XF, for 
$65) and Walking halves (with a 1921 VG-F, for $42). My target range for the Indian cents was 
now VF-AU. The 1866-1878 dates (except the 1877) were quoted at $20 to $72.50 in VF in the 
1974 Redbook; that seemed realistic. I eventually filled them all but the 1877; by the time I could 
afford to buy that one, it no longer seemed worth the price— compared to certain large cents. 

March, 1982: my first EAC. Memories. . .Jack Beymer’s 21 Chain cents laid out in a row, like so 
many Buffalo nickels. . .proudly showing my newly-purchased S-58, with close to VF sharpness 
but several digs and bumps, to a veteran EAC’er: “just a VG-7 ‘94”— thereby learning that we’re 
not immune to oneupsmanship. . .Bill Noyes’ acerbic comments on ANACS-graded large cents 
(slabs, you must recall, were still a glimmer in David Hall’s eye, if that ). . .it took exactly 23 sec- 
onds for Jack Robinson to buy the S-264 in the EAC Sale— open at 500, sold at 1250. . .learning, 
always learning. I returned home yearning to learn more. Over the intervening years, EAC 
conventions have become times for sharing with people that I’ve come to respect and, yes, love— 
with all their ‘warts.’ We come from backgrounds as diverse as the participants in that unfinished 
game of Old Cent Whist that Sheldon spoke of in his Epilogue to Penny Whims y -yet share a 
passion that transcends time and mortality. I wonder- was it mere coincidence that Sheldon placed 
that whist match in the Spring? 
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“BUTTERNUT HOARD” UPDATE: POPULATION CENSUS, 

AND AN ANALYSIS BY VARIETY FOR 1816-1819 

Steven Ellsworth 

As of February 1997, approximately 4200 of the 4500 Large Cents of “The Butternut Hoard of 
1996” have been attributed. In this report, we begin by showing the population of the hoard by 
date. We then present tables and graphs comparing the population of the hoard by variety, for the 
years 1816 through 1819, with previously-published rarity information on those dates. May the 
COPPER FORCE BE WITH YOU! 


Butternut Hoard Population Census 

Date 

Quantity 

Found 

Date 

Quantity 

Found 

Date 

Quantity 

Found 

1793 

0 

1816 

106 

1838 

373 

1794 

9 

1817 

97 

1839 

222 

1795 

14 

1818 

157 

1840 

5 

1796 

8 

1819 

165 

1841 

3 

1797 

16 

1820 

137 

1842 

6 

1798 

64 

1821 

70 

1843 

94 

1799 

2 

1822 

259 

1844 

65 

1800 

47 

1823 

56 

1845 

3 

1801 

57 

1824 

61 

1846 

5 

1802 

97 

1825 

48 

1847 

8 

1803 

49 

1826 

110 

1848 

6 

1804 

0 

1827 

224 

1849 

5 

1805 

6 

1828 

163 

1850 

6 

1806 

24 

1829 

56 

1851 

17 

1807 

45 

1830 

54 

1852 

10 

1808 

24 

1831 

196 

1853 

10 

1809 

4 

1832 

73 

1854 

3 

1810 

89 

1 833 

145 

1855 

8 

1811 

11 

1834 

87 

1856 

26 

1812 

43 

1835 

136 

1857 

2 

1813 

10 

1836 

72 



1814 

20 

1837 

492 

TOTAL 

4,480 
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% Population Discrepancy By Date 
(Discrepancy Between Butternut Hoard & Red Book) 

Year 

% Discrepancy 

Year 

% Discrepancy 

1794 

-60 

1818 

-12 

1795 

+7 

1819 

+ 10 

1796 


1820 

-43 

1797 

-27 

1821 

+233 

1798 

+39 

1822 

+ 128 

1799 

+ 150 

1823/24 

+65 

1800 

-33 

1825 

-39 

1801 

+69 

1826 

+29 

1802 

+ 15 

1827 

^70 

1803 

-36 

1828 

+31 

1805 

-74 

1829 

-27 

1806 

+ 175 

1830 

-44 

1807 

+ 119 

1831 

+6 

1808 

-44 

1832 

-63 

1809 

-57 

1833 

-5 

1810 

+44 

1834 

-17 

1811 

+20 

1835 

-38 

1812 

-5 

1836 

-39 

1813 

-43 

1837 

+59 

1814 

+33 

1838 

+ 11 

1816 

-32 

1839 

+27 

1817 

-56 

Total = 43 Dates 

Total = +513% 



Average Discrepancy 

= +11.9% 
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1816 Large Cent Population Census Comparison 

Newcomb 

Reference 

Rarity 

(Noyes) 

Population 

Size 

(Expanded 

Newcomb 

Scale) 

Quantity 

Attributed 

(Butternut 

Hoard) 

% Population 
(Expanded 
Newcomb 
Scale Above 
R1+) 

% Butternut 
Hoard 
Population 
Above R1 + 

N1 

R5 

53 

2 

1.3 

2.4 

N2 

R1 


8 

* 


N3 

R5- 

68 

0 

1.7 

0 

N4 

R2+ 

950 

8 

23.4 

9.8 

N5 

R3 

400 

6 

9.8 

7.3 

N6 

R2 

1300 

18 

31.9 

22.0 

N7 

R3 

400 

21 

9.8 

25.5 

N8 

R3- 

500 

19 

12.3 

23.2 

N9 

R3 

400 

8 

9.8 

9.8 

Totals 


4,071 

90 

(82 Above 
RK) 

100% 

100% 


1816 Large Cent 

Relative Rarity As Predicted By Butternut Hoard Census 
(Varieties Above R1+) 

Ranking 

Newcomb Reference 

% Population 
of Butternut Hoard 
% Population of 
Expanded Newcomb 
Scale 

Comparative Rarity 

1 

N3 

0 

Very Rare 

2 

N4 

0.42 

Rare 

3 

N6 

0.69 

Somewhat Rare 

4 

N5 

0.75 

Somewhat Rare 

5 

N9 

1.00 

Somewhat Common 

6 

N1 

1.85 

Common 

7 

N8 

1.89 

Common 

8 

N7 

2.60 

Very Common 
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1816 Large Cent Population Census Comparison 


(Only Newcomb Varieties Above R1 +) 



Newcomb Variety 

III Rarity Population (Expanded Newcomb Scale) 
I Hoard Population (90 Total/82 Above R1+) 


Graph by Chris Schwerdt 



1817 Large Cent Population Census Comparison 


Newcomb 

Rarity 

Population 

Quantity 

% Population 

% Butternut 

Reference 

(Noyes) 

Size 

(Expanded 

Newcomb 

Scale) 

Attributed 

(Butternut 

Hoard) 

(Expanded 
Newcomb 
Scale Above 
R1+) 

Hoard 
Population 
Above R 1 + 

N1 

R4 

138 

6 

2.3 

13.0 

N2 

R3 

400 

2 

6.6 

4.4 

N3 

R2 

1300 

5 

21.3 

10.9 

N4 

R3 

400 

5 

6.6 

10.9 

N5 

R3+ 

300 

8 

4.8 

17.3 

N6 

R1 


8 

* 

* 

N7 

R3+ 

300 

1 

4.8 

2.2 

N8 

R2 

1300 

2 

21.3 

4.4 

N9 

R2 

1300 

9 

21.3 

19.5 

NIO 

R1 


13 

* 


Nil 

R1 


8 

* 


N12 

R3 

400 

3 

6.6 

6.5 

N13 

R1 

* 

4 

* 


NI4 

R1 


3 


* 

N15 

R4- 

200 

5 

3.3 

10.9 

N16 

RR 

* 

15 



N17 

R5- 

68 

0 

1.1 

0 

Totals 


6,106 

97 

(46 above 
R1+) 

100% 

100% 


1817 Large Cent 

Relative Rarity As Predicted By Butternut Hoard Census 
(Varieties Above R1+) 

Ranking 

Newcomb Reference 

% Population 
of Butternut Hoard 
% Population of 
Expanded Newcomb 
Scale 

Comparative Rarity 

1 

N17 

0 

Very Rare 

2 

N8 

0.21 

Vety Rare 

■-V 

N7 

0.46 

Rare 

4 

N3 

0.51 

Rare 

5 

N2 

0.67 

Somewhat Rare 

6 

N9 

0.92 

Somewhat Rare 

7 

N12 

0.99 

Somewhat Rare 

8 

N4 

1.65 

Somewhat Common 

9 

N15 

3.30 

Very Common 

10 

N5 

3.60 

Very Common 

1 1 

Nl 

5.65 ' 

Very Common 


25 


20 

15 


Q. 

O 

^ 1 0 


1817 Large Cent Population Census Comparison 


(Only Newcomb Varieties Above R1 +) 



N1 N2 N3 N4 N5 N7 N8 N9 N12N15N17 
Newcomb Variety 


m Rarity Population (Expanded Newcomb Scale) 

I ^ Hoard Population (97 Total/46 Above R1 +) 

Graph by Chris SchwerdI 
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1818 Large Cent Population Census Comparison 

Newcomb 

Reference 

Rarity 

(Noyes) 

Population 

Size 

(Expanded 

Newcomb 

Scale) 

Quantity 

Attributed 

(Butternut 

Hoard) 

% Population 
(Expanded 
Newcomb 
Scale Above 
R1+) 

% Butternut 
Hoard 
Population 
Above R1+ 

N1 

R2+ 

950 

25 

25.2 

27.8 

N2 

R4+ 

103 

0 

4.3 

0 

N3 

R3 

400 

13 

16.9 

14.4 

N4 

R5- 

68 

0 

2.9 

0 

N5 

R3 

400 

13 

16.9 

14.4 

N6 

R1 


30 

* 

* 

N7 

R1 

* 

23 

* 

* 

N8 

R3+ 

300 

11 

12.7 

12.3 

N9 

R3- 

500 

28 

21.1 

31.1 

NIO 

Rl 

* 

14 



Totals 


2,371 

157 

(90 Above 
RH) 

100% 

100% 


1818 Large Cent 

Relative Rarity As Predicted By Butternut Hoard Census 
(Varieties Above R1+) 

Ranking 

Newcomb Reference 

% Population 
of Butternut Hoard 
% Population of 
Expanded Newcomb 
Scale 

Comparative Rarity 

1 

N2 

0 

Very Rare 

2 

N4 

0 

Very Rare 

J 

N5 

0.85 

Somewhat Rare 

4 

N3 

0.85 

Somewhat Rare 

5 

N8 

0.97 

Somewhat Rare 

6 

N1 

1.10 

Somewhat Common 

7 

N9 

1.47 

Somewhat Common 
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1818 Large Cent Population Census Comparison 
(Only Newcomb Varieties Above R1 +) 
35 



N1 N2 N3 N4 N5 N8 N9 
Newcomb Variety 


H Rarity Population (Expanded Newcomb Scale) 
[ 31 Hoard Population (1 57 Total/90 Above R1 +) 


Graph by Chris SchwerdI 



1819 Large Cent Population Census Comparison 


Newcomb 

Rarity 

Population 

Quantity 

% Population 

% Butternut 

Reference 

(Noyes) 

Size 

(Expanded 

Newcomb 

Scale) 

Attributed 

(Butternut 

Hoard) 

(Expanded 
Newcomb 
Scale Above 
R1+) 

Hoard 
Population 
Above R 1 + 

N1 

RK 

* 

15 


* 

N2 

R1 

* 

27 

* 

+ 

N3 

R3 

400 

2 

29.8 

8.0 

N4 

R3 

400 

8 

29.8 

32.0 

N5 

R3+ 

300 

5 

22.4 

20.0 

N6 

R1 

* 

16 

* 

* 

N7 

R4+ 

103 

4 

7.7 

16.0 

N8 

Ri 

* 

9 

* 

* 

N9 

R1 

* 

7 


♦ 

NIO 

R4 

138 

6 

10.3 

24.0 

Totals 


1,341 

99 

(25 Above 
R1-) 

100% 

100% 


1819 Large Cent Population Census Comparison 


(Only Newcomb Varieties Above R1 +) 



Newcomb Variety 


H Rarity Population (Expanded Newcomb Scale) 
! l] Hoard Population (99 Total/25 Above R1+) 
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Graph by Chris Schwerdt 


THE FIRST 1804-DATED HALF CENT VARIETY 


Ron Manley 


The first 1804-dated half cent is generally accepted to be the variety 1804 C-1. But is it? 
I don’t believe so. Let’s review the emission sequences proposed by earlier researchers and then 
reexamine the die state evidence for the first 1 804-dated variety. 

In his 1968 Penny-Wise article “A Brief Study of the 1804 Half Cent”, Howard Hazelcorn 
proposed in print the first emission sequence containing all the currently known varieties of 1 804- 
dated half cents. According to Hazelcorn, the first variety to be issued was 1804 C-1. This was 
said to be followed by a new variety, 1804 C-3, which used the same obverse die. 1804 C-3 was 
later delisted by Roger Cohen, Jr. as an early die state of 1804 C-5, before the “spiked chin” 
event. The third variety to be issued, according to Hazelcorn, was the variety 1 804 C-2, which he 
had discovered the previous year. This variety shared the same reverse die as 1804 C-1. The 
fourth variety issued was said to be 1804 C-4. This variety used the same obverse die as 1804 
C-2 and the same reverse die as 1804 C-5. Later emission sequences have differed from 
Hazelcorn’ s except in his choice of 1804 C-1 as the first 1804-dated variety. 

The emission sequence proposed by Roger Cohen, Jr. in 1971 for the first four 1804 half 
cent varieties followed the numbering sequence used in the first edition of his reference book 
American Half Cents, the “Little Half Sisters’’: 1804 C-1, 1804 C-2, 1804 C-3, 1804 C-4. In 
his second edition, published in 1982, Cohen revised his emission sequence in light of new die 
state evidence as: 1803 C-3 (first use), followed by 1804 C-1 (first use). Then followed 1803 
C-3 (second use), 1804 C-4, 1804 C-2, 1804 C-1 (second use), and later 1804 C-5 (early state). 

Walter Breen’s emission sequence was published in his half cent Encyclopedia in 1983, 
the year after Roger Cohen’s second edition. Breen’s emission sequence is quite similar to 
Cohen’s. In fact, the only difference that Breen proposed for the first 1804 varieties was that 
1803 C-3 (third use) followed 1804 C-1 (second use) and preceded 1804 C-5 (early state). 

It is easy to understand why earlier researchers concluded that 1804 C-1 was the first 
1804-dated variety. Mintage of the 1803 C-3 variety is believed to have continued into early 
1804. Since 1804 C-1 used the same reverse die as 1803 C-3, it was logical to assume that 1804 
C-1 had immediatedly followed 1803 C-3’s mintage. Prior to the 1967 discovery of a single 
low-grade 1804 C-2 specimen, 1804 C-1 was the only variety known to share the same reverse as 
1803 C-3. But does die state evidence support 1804 C-1 as the first 1804-dated variety? Let’s 
examine it and find out. 

Roger Cohen wrote in his second edition that the obverse rim break on 1804 C-2, 
discovered in late 1973 by Sam Ungar, proved that 1804 C-2 was struck after 1804 C-4. Walter 
Breen went further with his die state evidence, establishing the relative order of these two 
varieties by showing that early die state (EDS) specimens of 1 804 C-2 are always found with an 
obverse crack from 4 to bust to rim. This crack is not found on EDS specimens of 1804 C-4 but 
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is found on late die state (LDS) 1804 C-4 specimens. Thus, we know with certainty that the 
mintage of 1804 C-4 preceded 1804 C-2. 

Did 1804 C-1 precede 1804 C-2 (or vice versa) in the strike order? To answer this 
question we must determine whether die state evidence supports earlier use of the 1803 C-3 
reverse with the 1804 C-1 or the 1804 C-2 obverse. Breen wrote on page 226 of his 
Encyclopedia that his 1804 C-1 State I (its earliest use) has a “perfect reverse die — reported”. 
However, he also writes of the Breen State I reverse plate coin: “the coin illustrated is the earliest 
state I have seen.” The plate coin, which was sold by Superior in 1992 as lot 133 of the Roger 
Cohen, Jr. collection, visibly shows the reverse crack “from rim to right arm of second T of 
STATES to HALF to wreath” described by Breen for his 1803 C-3 State IV. In other words, the 
earliest 1804 C-1 die state Breen personally had seen was his 1804 C-1 State II. 

In his second edition, Roger Cohen wrote that the first use of 1804 C-1 “comes with a 
lightly cracked reverse die.” The earliest die state of eleven 1804 C-1 specimens in the Roger 
Cohen collection was lot 129. This lot was graded G5 and described as nearly black, with light 
porosity throughout. Nonetheless, it was noted having a visible reverse crack. The lot 
description quoted Frank Wilkinson as saying he “has never seen one of these early die state coins 
grading above Very Good.” 

Recall that the 1804 C-1 (and 1804 C-2) reverse was first used with the 1803 C-3 variety. 
Most specimens of this variety are known with the cracked reverse. Interestingly, the Breen plate 
coin for the reverse of his 1803 C-3 State II also shows the “State IV” crack. The presence of the 
reverse crack on the Breen State II plate coin suggests that this crack occurred even earlier than 
Breen had indicated. Like the long-sought “perfect reverse” die state of the 1804 C-6 spiked chin 
variety, it seems confirmation of the perfect reverse for 1804 C-1 is on shaky ground. Now let us 
consider the situation with 1804 C-2. 

Breen wrote on page 230 of his Encyclopedia that 1804 C-2’s reverse is “cracked as in 
State IV” of 1803 C-3. However, 1804 C-1 Breen State II (the earliest die state actually 
witnessed by Breen) is also described “as State IV” of 1803 C-3 (Encyclopedia, p.226). Thus, 
whether he realized it or not, even Walter Breen had determined that the development of the 
reverse crack was no further advanced for 1804 C-2 than the earliest specimens of 1804 C-l\ 
Let’s continue with our analysis. 

On page 224 of his Encyclopedia, Breen indicated that 1 804 C-2 was minted between his 
1804 C-1 State II (equivalent to 1803 C-3 Breen State IV) and his 1804 C-1 State III (equivalent 
to 1803 C-3 Breen State VIII). If this were the case, all known 1804 C-2 specimens should 
readily show the reverse crack — even on low grade specimens. Do they? Walter Breen chose 
some of the finest known specimens of 1 804 C-2 to illustrate the die states for the variety in his 
Encyclopedia in 1983. The 3-inch plate coin extremely faintly shows the reverse crack from 
below the right arm of T in STATES and from above L in HALF through F to wreath. The plate 
coins for Breen States I and III are of low grade coins and no trace of the reverse crack is visible 
to me. The coin illustrating Breen State II is a nice coin — one of the finest photographed 
specimens available for study. It also is plated in Cohen’s second edition to illustrate the 1804 
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C-2 reverse. On this coin, the reverse crack is faintly visible. Even taking the differences in wear 
into consideration, the crack on this coin appears considerably fainter than on the supposed 1804 
C-1 “Breen State I” plate coin. In addition, the 4-inch enlarged plate of the Jack Robinson 1804 
C-2 specimen (lot 1911 of Superior’s 1989 Jack Robinson sale, described as “tied for third finest 
known”), as well as the three plated Cohen sale specimens of 1804 C-2, and this writer’s low 
grade coin all show either no traces of the reverse crack or only extremely faint traces. 

The above analysis indicates that the evidence supporting use of the 1 803 C-3 reverse die 
with 1804 C-1 before 1804 C-2 is unconvincing. In short, the reverse crack on known 1804 C-2 
specimens appears less developed, and thus fainter (if at all), than on EDS 1804 C-1 specimens. 
Thus, 1804 C-1 does not appear to be the first 1804-dated half cent variety— that honor now goes 
to 1804 C-4. 

My emission sequence for the first half cent varieties of 1 804 is given below. I have used 
a similar notation to Breen’s on page 224 in his Encyclopedia. For example, 04.1 = 1804 
Obverse 1; 04. A = 1804 Reverse A. A dagger [f] adjacent to a die indicates the die was 
discarded due to irreparable damage, ending that die combination. 


DIES 

VARIETY 

DIE STATES 

1803.2— 03. C 

1803 C-3 

Perfect obverse die becomes 
heavily clashed. Perfect reverse 
die becomes faintly cracked. 
Both dies set aside. 

04.1— 04. A 

1804 C-4 

Both dies perfect, then cracked. 
Reverse die set aside to be reground. 

t04.1— 03.C 

1804 C-2 

Reverse faintly cracked. Obverse rim 
breaks overRTY. 

04.2— 03. C 

1804 C-1 

Reverse faintly cracked. Obverse 
perfect. 

f03.2— 03.C 

1803 C-3 

Obverse die reground and repolished. 
Becomes heavily bulged, especially 
through date. Reverse becomes 
heavily cracked. 

04.2— 03. Ct 

1804 C-1 

Reverse heavily cracked, as latest 
1803 C-3 strikings. Reverse totally 
fails above curved crack obliterating 
ES OF. Obverse cracks faintly 
through LIBERTY. 
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04.2— 04.A 

1804 C-5 

Before the “spiked chin” event, 
possibly alternating with the last 
1804 C-1 strikings. 

04.2a— 04.Af 

1804 C-5 

After the “spiked chin” event; 
reverse shattered. 

04.2a— 04.Bf 

1804 C-7 

Reverse heavily breaks at rim. 

04.2a— 04.Ct 

1804 C-6 

Reverse heavily breaks at rim. 

t04.2a— 04.D 

1804 C-8 

Obverse rim breaks over LIBE. 

t04.3— 04.D 

1804 C-9 

Obverse rim breaks over RTY. 

o 

o 

b 

1804 C-10 

Reverse break at R heavy. 


Final use of the 1803 C-3 reverse die clearly occurred not with 1803 C-3, as described by 
Walter Breen in his Encyclopedia, but with 1804 C-1. This terminal die state, which was 
apparently unknown to Breen when writing his book, is very rare. It is characterized by the 
complete failure of the reverse die above the curved crack, obliterating ES OF, giving the 
appearance of a cud. Lanny Reinhardt has seen or owned at one time several specimens of this 
die state. A specimen was sold at public auction in Superior’s 1990 Chalkley sale (lot 48). Dave 
Hensley recently discovered a new specimen of this die state. 

The cracked reverse die used for 1804 C-4 apparently was reground before its later use 
with the 1804 C-5 variety (before the “spiked chin” event). Evidence for the die’s reworking is 
the disappearance of the spike-like extension (presumably, an engraver’s scratch) at the top left of 
F in OF present during the mintage of 1804 C-4. Weakening of the letters ES OF on 1804 C-5 
specimens is further evidence of the reverse die’s regrinding. 

Bill Weber, in a September, 1996 Penny-Wise article, described a new Condition Census 
#1 EDS specimen of 1804 C-5 (the delisted 1804 C-3) as having a perfect obverse, without any 
traces of a crack through LIBERTY. The coin’s reverse was described with cracks similar to 
LDS specimens of 1804 C-4. This suggests the emission of this variety may have been slightly 
earlier than either Walter Breen or I have indicated, before the last 1804 C-1 strikings. 

I have concluded my partial emission sequence with the final use of the spiked chin 
varieties’ dies. The published emission sequences of Roger Cohen, Jr. and Walter Breen did not 
agree with regard to the order of the 1804 C-6 and 1804 C-7 varieties. Although these are two of 
the most studied half cent varieties, disagreements still exist among some half cent researchers as 
to which came first. I have little doubt that 1804 C-7 preceded 1804 C-6, as proposed by Breen. 
The die state evidence supporting this order is a defect, probably a clashmark, in the right field 
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touching Miss Liberty’s neck. This defect is not present on 1804 C-5 specimens. It appears to 
have occurred during the mintage of 1804 C-7, no later than Breen State VII (see Cohen: 177). It 
is present throughout the mintage of 1804 C-6 and 1804 C-8. The spiked chin obverse die’s final 
use is with 1804 C-8, where it breaks. 

In conclusion, compelling die state evidence supporting 1804 C-4 as the first 1804-dated 
half cent variety was found by studying the variety 1804 C-1 and a variety unknown thirty years 
ago, a variety still unknown in higher grades — 1804 C-2. When earlier half cent researchers were 
formulating emission sequences for half cents, this quite rare variety was still new and mysterious. 
Specimens were rarely seen, even in photographs, making detailed studies difficult or impossible. 
1804 C-1 may have been so well-accepted as the first 1804-dated variety that serious 
consideration of 1804 C-4 may never have been entertained. Perhaps, it is now time. 


ieieititie-teitit***** 


ROD BURRESS, EAC #109 9743 Leacrest Cincinnati, OH 45215 

FOR SALE: 

#4 Soft jeweler’s brush $8.50 each 

Jeweler’s tissue 4x4 inch sheets box of 1 ,000 sheets $7.50 250 sheets $2.50 

Xylol 4 oz. bottle plus 100 wooden stick Q-tips $3.00 
Acetone 4 oz. Bottle plus 100 wooden stick Q-tips $3.00 
Wooden Stick Q-tips $4.50 per 500 $8.50 per 1,000 

Blue Ribbon Coin Conditioner 2 oz. bottle $2.50 
Cast Iron Notary Seal Machine converted to make aluminum foil pressings 
regular size $34.00 small size $32.00 

Notary Machine - unconverted - for the do-it-yourselfer reg. $18.00 small. $16.00 
Double Row Coin Storage Box For 2X2 holders 14 inches long 

premium quality heavy duty .103 wgt. pasteboard - color red $4.25 ea. 

Heavy Duty 28 lb. 2 X 2 Coin Envelopes colors gray, brown, or white 

pkgoflOO $2.75 box of 500 $12.00 box of 800 $17.00 

Cotton Liners 100 percent soft cotton flannel interest. Fit inside standard 2X2 coin envelopes. 

Send SASE for sample. $22.00 per hundred 
VIGOR 10X Triplet magnifying glass very high quality optics - best glass on market to my 
knowledge for its size and price 

extra wide 13/16 inch lens aplanatic, achromatic $39.00 ea. with cord 
Sulfur Ointment 10% solution 1+oz. jar $2.50 

Attribution guides for matron head cents 1816- 1 835 $4.00 approx 37 pgs 

Add $3.50 per order ($4.00 for Western States) for shipping. Shipping by UPS - you must give 
a street address, not deliverable to P.O. Box. 
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On The Care and Preservation of Choice Coppers 

Jerry Bobbe 


I was recently asked by a member of the Conder Token Collector’s Club, to address his 
concerns regarding storage and care of choice copper. This is not the first such request. Sharon 
& I bring "to the table" over 50 years combined experience collecting and dealing extremely 
high grade early coppers. Comprehending certain truths has sometimes been a painful and costly 
undertaking, but common sense solutions fortunately do exist. Our hope is to help interested 
numismatists avoid some of the pitfalls we have encountered. 

There are two excellent storage methods. The first, which is preferred in England, uses 
segmented velvet/felt trays in coin cabinets or carrying cases. There are several drawbacks with 
this method; 

1) Cabinets, unless very small, do not fit in the typical bank safety deposit vault. 

2) Depending on the size of the coin, the opening, and ones fingers, it is sometimes next 
to impossible to avoid fingerprints when removing a coin. Some cabinet trays have a 
small hole in the bottom of each slot to assist one in gaining access to their treasures. 
If not, one may need to use a pencil as a wedge. 

3) Because of the depth restrictions of many trays, cases, or cabinets, high relief items 
risk serious friction damage. Care must be taken when sliding a tray in or out of a 
cabinet to avoid metal scrapes from the wood. That sad Sawbridge penny with its 
"ripped-off" nose in the British Museum is a heartbreaking example of this. 

4) Finally, if extreme care is not taken when moving a collection, serious rubbing 
through the patination into the raw, red copper will occur. A decade ago, a fine 
collection of about a thousand high grade Conders suffered irreparable harm because of 
a half dozen round trips over the Atlantic. Those coins have never, and will never, 
recover. The lesson learned from the extreme nature of this calamity is to never turn or 
slide a resting coin on anything, always lift it to avoid rubs. 

The one beautiful advantage to this method is the opportunity to view large groups of high grade 
coppers all at once, rather than one at a time. There is a bit of romance in this choice. It’s a 
step back to the quieter, bygone era of Messrs. Conder, Pye, Barker, Chetwynd, et al. 

The second storage method, most popular with copper collectors in America, and the one we 
use, is 2x2 inch coin envelopes with cotton liners. The problem with this method is finding 
good, old-fashioned, high quality envelopes and cotton liners. 

High quality, heavy-duty envelopes are FULLY 2x2 inches, have a much larger bottom flap 
which fits underneath the top flap, and have quality gluing. These fare well in a box when 
slipping in the adjacent envelope. Most of the modem envelopes are "cheapened down." 
They’re not as heavy as they should be and are slightly smaller than 2x2 inches. They have a 
tiny bottom flap, which, because of the thinner paper and shoddy gluing, constantly gets torn. 
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Cotton liners negate any ill effects the envelopes may possess due to color or sulfur content. 
The good, old-fashioned liners fully fit a 2x2 inch envelope. They’re not so tall that the top flap 
of the envelope doesn’t quite close. They’re not too narrow that a penny Conder won’t fit. 
And, they’re neatly sewn all around. The modern liners are flimsier, higher priced, and are 
inconsistent in sizing. In addition to this, they’re not sewn on either side of the opening, making 
replacement of a coin difficult and somewhat hazardous. Note: Always have the opening of the 
cotton liner coincide with the opening of the envelope. We’ve seen many coins dropped by 
placing the liner opening sideways. 

If you’re using this method for the first time, getting coins in and out can be awkward, but with 
practice it will become second nature. With the back of the envelope up, open the flap. Lightly 
squeeze the sides so the liner opening forms an oval. Tip the envelope slightly, allowing the 
coin to gently slide out on its rims (this prevents the coin’s surface from rubbing every time it 
is viewed). Position the fingers of your other hand lightly on the flap of the envelope and catch 
the coin on the edges. One can avert disaster by always doing this over a velvet pad or soft 
surface! 

We’ve stored our own collection of choice mint state coppers this way for 25 years, with little 
or no change. For extremely delicate bronzed proof coinage, we sometimes use soft polybags 
folded over once and neatly placed inside the envelope. Because of economics, we also use 
polybags for shipping and inventory. A polybag should never be used in conjunction with a 
cotton liner or mylar flip for long-term storage. This will be a moisture trap, not allowing a 
coin to "breathe"! An ugly and damaging film may develop on a coin if this is ignored. 

Unfortunately, choosing the best storage method is not all there is to caring for copper coins. 
Most important is the coin going into that cotton-lined envelope. First and foremost is 
condition. Condition, CONDITION!!! When collecting choice coppers, it’s important to pay 
attention to the look of original surface and lustre (brilliance, not necessarily red colour). It’s 
key to learn to spot any "post-striking human impairments," hopefully before any hard earned 
cash is laid out. To Sharon and me, there is a very simple phrase to keep in mind: "unnatural 
metal movement caused by human error." Conceivably, a choice copper may previously have 
been expertly washed, oiled, brushed, dipped in an infinite variety of chemical solutions, or 
varnished. If executed correctly, and if absolutely no metal is moved, even microscopically, any 
of these methods might result in considerable improvement, or helpful preservation. If done 
poorly, a coin is permanently harmed, and worth grossly less money. Higher values are a result 
of the fact that choice unimpaired coppers are far rarer than defective coppers. Centuries of well 
meaning collectors and dealers have felt an almost uncontrollable urge to try to "improve" their 
stock, oftentimes with disastrous results. The most common mishap are those light and insidious 
hairline scratches, metal movement of the ugliest and most permanent kind. These are almost 
always a result of bad cleaning attempts (a simple wipe?), never normal circulation. Similar 
looking "defects," but hardly the same, are as-made striations on the planchets pre-striking (such 
as on Middlesex Blackfriar’s halfpennies or many U.S. colonials), or as-made die polish (as on 
many proof-like tokens). Once recognized, the collector must learn to differentiate between 
those as-made lines, and the post-striking human caused variety. We have found a significant 
percentage of collectors and dealers unable to comprehend, or even see, this particular defect. 
Unfortunately, this inability could only be to ones disadvantage. There are instances in which 
multi-million dollar collections have been seriously and permanently impaired by their well- 
meaning owners, R.L.Miles and King Farouk, to name two. 
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The second most common human impairment are fingerprints. Always handle all coins by their 
edges, and over a soft surface! This way, if accidently dropped, the coin will land unharmed. 
There will be no need to frantically grab a coin in mid air with a sweat- filled palm, which can 
permanently corrode the surfaces. Choice coin or not, it’s good practice, and a most worthwhile 
habit to acquire, particularly with another person’s coin. If guilty of this, do not keep yourself 
in a state of denial. Fingering a coin is inappropriate and needlessly harmful. Human sweat 
is acidic and corrosive. A coin is particularly vulnerable to harm after any surface dirt and 
verdigris have been removed. As we know of virtually no important early U.S. coppers which 
have not previously been "restored" by someone, meticulous care must be taken when handling 
coins in those series. The same care should also be true for the eighteenth century Conder 
series, in which exist many completely virgin examples. When covered lightly with a flawless 
"peach fuzz" patination, and devoid of hairline scratches, fingermarks, spots, drool, or old 
dried-up tuna salad, a choice Conder is truly a "thing of beauty." 

The third most frequent human impairment found on coins are spots. These are occasionally 
caused by a small bit of some foreign substance left unremoved on a coin for an extended period 
of time. Usually, however, spots are the result of someone talking over a coin. A microscopic 
drop of saliva today, a big black cancerous corrosion spot eating your coin tomorrow. An easy 
solution is to save any remarks until after a coin is out of spitting distance. Some, but not all, 
spots can be removed. A thorn will probably not hurt a coin, a pin or needle almost certainly 
will. High magnification is essential with such work. Naked eye attempts are deadly. 

A fourth human impairment is the attempt to change a toned copper into a red coin by dipping, 
or even worse, scrubbing. This is always a disaster, easily recognizable by any knowledgeable 
collector. 

Whether one collects mint state copper or not, there is great wisdom in the ability to understand 
original surface, lustre, and colour. The only way to learn original colour is to view a vast 
amount of choice coins. It is not easily explained in words. 

One final piece of advice is to take care in selecting a bank vault. Collections should never be 
stored in an outside wall, as outdoor temperature changes can adversely affect the condition of 
your coins. It is absolutely imperative to make sure ammonia or similar cleaners are not used 
by the bank in the vault room, as the fumes will destroy coppers. And it’s important to double 
check everything you do while going in and out of your vault to ensure against costly and 
traumatic mistakes. 

The reward of knowledge is a beautiful collection. We are but caretakers for these coins, 
responsible for their delivery in equal or better condition to the next generation. Honouring this, 
our only other task is to enjoy them as much as possible. 


*****-k******* 
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A SOLUTION TO CLASSIFYING THE 1804 C-3 DRAPED BUST HALF CENT 

Gregory S. Heim 


In the September 1996 issue of P-W . Bill Weber published an article which several of us had 
read at the ANA Convention in Denver one month prior. The article concerned his thoughts on the 
1804 C-3. Regardless of your conclusions, Bill did a great job of opening up a can of worms. It was 
the opening of this can of worms which provided the impetus to write / edit my new attribution guide 
on the Half Cent series. The impetus for this article came with a new discovery of the early die state 
of the 1804 C-3 at the recently held EAC Convention in Las Vegas. 

Did I agree with everything Bill said? Heck, no. Do I feel that I have a solution to the 
problem? Yes, but I know not everyone is going to like it. 

Since my book is the first major (and only) piece of Half Cent literature to be released since 
Breen’s Half Cent Encyclopedia in 1983, 1 feel I have a responsibility to do the right thing. That right 
thing is to correct a previous wrong, even if it is a little painful in the beginning. 

It is important to establish that the distinctive feature identifying this obverse die is not the 
Spiked Chin, but that the top of the Crosslet 4 touches the bottom of the bust. That is what defines 
obverse 1. Both C-3 and C-5 are struck from the same set of obverse and reverse dies. There 
should be no designation such as “3a” for C-5. I even have a problem referring to the Spiked Chin 
die as obverse la. Do we refer to discrete die stages of the 1804 C-6 by applying small letters to 
the different reverse die stages? Of course not, so why should the 1804 C-3 be any different? 

The fact is that Roger Cohen delisted the wrong variety in his second edition. To say that 
C-3 was delisted as an early state of C-5 is analogous to saying that all rectangles are squares. 
The fact is that C-5 is a late state of C-3, and all squares are rectangles. Therefore, the existence 
of C-5 has no logical basis, thus it should be delisted. 

Most importantly, the 1804 C-3 should be listed as an overall R4. Special mention of the 
early die stage (absence of a “Spiked Chin”) and later die stages (presence of a “Spiked Chin”) 
should command separate pricing and rarity in Jack Robinson’s Copper Quotes by Robinson 
(CQR). Precedent for this is evident in the 1831 N-12 Large Cent. Under no circumstances should 
either of these coins be sub-varieties or co-varieties of one another (oops, that’s another article!). 
1 will not assign a rarity rating to the early die state of 1804 C-3, since that goes beyond the scope 
of my book. 

What about Breen’s handling of the variety? If you recall, Breen never delisted the variety. 
He refers to the early and later die stages as B-4 and 4a respectively. By now, you know that I do 
not like the “4a.” I will refer to the variety as B-4 noting that B-4a is a late stage of B-4, thus B-4a 
should also be delisted. 

Is it practical to delist C-5 and B-4a as varieties? Not really. Is it the right thing to do? You 
bet! The late rock musician Frank Zappa said it best: “Change is not only necessary, it is 
inevitable.” I say that even if you have believed 2 + 2 = 5, no amount of time will make this 
statement the truth. 
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EAC WEB PAGE COMING IN JUNE! 

Jon Lusk 


The EAC Board, at its meeting in Las Vegas, enthusiastically approved the creation of an 
EAC page on the World Wide Web. 

As of now, it looks like our web site address will be eacs.org (standing for Early American 
Copper Society). Unfortunately, eac.org has been taken. 1 asked as many people as I could to 
choose between a number of names and that name edged out e-a-c.org and pennywise.org. I 
expect that the web page will be up during the first part of June (maybe earlier). 

The web site will have a club mission statement, a membership application form, and 
general information about our hobby, as well as listings of upcoming meetings and links to other 
coin pages and upcoming auctions. Perhaps an “Article of the Month” would be pulled from the 
pages of Pennv-Wise . There will be a list of publications that are useful for our hobby, and a list of 
members that sell coins, books, and pertinent supplies. It has been suggested that we have a 
section that lists stolen coins as well. 

I need your help in developing content ideas for the EAC web page as well as your name 
and contact information if you want to be listed in the resource section. Please send any all data 
to: 


Jon Lusk 
Digital Dynamics 
3055 Plymouth Rd. 
An Arbor, Ml 48105 
e-mail cd@roms.com 


w************ 


NEW EAC MEMBERSHIP MEDALLION AVAILABLE 

Commemorating 30*^ Anniversary of Early American Coppers, Inc. 
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500 copper and 100 silver medallions were struck. Only a few silver examples remain (limit 
= one per customer). 

Measurements are one and one half inches in diameter and 1/8 inch thick. Obverse is the 
draped bust design resembling S-187 with obverse die cracks. The founding date of EAC (1967) 
appears beneath the bust. The reverse has a circle of fifteen chain links with “30 years” in the 
center. Outside the chain appears “Early American Coppers 1997". 

Copper medallions are $6 each postpaid. Silver medallions are $21 postpaid. Send orders 
to Rod Burress 9743 Leacrest, Cincinnati, OH 45215. Make checks payable to “EAC”. 


ititit********** 


ANNOUNCEMENT OF UPCOMING MEETING 

Rick Coleman 


Region 6 TNA Meeting 

There will be an EAC Region 6 Meeting at the Texas ‘97 Coin & Currency [TNA] Show in 
Houston on Saturday, June 14, 15 11:00 AM in the Galveston Room of the J. W. Marriott, 5150 
Westheimer Rd. All members and friends are welcome. The show opens at 10:00 AM to the public 
on Fri., Sat. and Sun. 

Contact me at (281) 328 - 6329 or at moose.email@worldnet.att.net if you have any 
questions. 

Rick Coleman, Chairman - Region 6 

★ *★**★****★*★* 


PENNY-WISE BACK ISSUES AVAILABLE 
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Approximately 7 or 8 of the above are xerox copies. The remainder are original PA/V 

-123- XXXI/ 180 


ISSUES. ISSUES 120 THRU 149 ARE $3.00 EACH. ISSUES 150 THRU CURRENT ISSUE ARE $4.00 EACH. 
For orders less than $20.00, add $3.00 toward shipping. A street address will give faster, 

MORE DEPENDABLE SHIPPING BY UPS. SEND ORDERS TO ROD BURRESS, 9743 LEACREST, CINCINNATI, 

OH 45215. Make check payable to EAC. 


★ *★*★★*★***** 


NEW CANDIDATES FOR EAC MEMBERSHIP 

The following persons have applied for membership in EAC since the last issue of P-W . 
Provided that no adverse comments on any particular individual are received by the Membership 
Committee before the July issue of P-W . all will be declared elected to full membership at that time. 
Chairman of the Membership Committee is Rod Burress, 9743 Leacrest, Cincinnati, Ohio 45215. 


NAME 


CITY, STATE 


MEMBER# 


Charles L. Bean 
Ron Zak 
Robert Lohr 
Mark McWherter 
Stephen O. Spielvogel 
Kevin Lonergan 
Richard B. Kay 
Jeff Lawrence 
J. H. Kent 
Jerome M. Dowling 
Tom Ney 
Roy J. Sturgeon 
Zane Sturgeon 
Wendell Leavitt 
Eric Siekman 
R. J. Rudolph 
John C. Miller 
Gene G. Heard, MD 
Jerry Stubblefield 
Scott A. Travers 
Roger Solomon 
Steven Penrod 
T. Kim Greeman 
Dr. Thomas P. Meyers 
R. W. Julian 
Clarence F. Sills 
Tommy D. Dorathy 
F. Carl Braun 
Gil Morrison 
Bob Ackerman 
Peter V. Sellars 
Don Leonard 
Terry Middlebrook 
Daniel Wishnatsky 


New Castle, DE 
Annandale, NJ 
Inwood, WV 
Olathe, KS 
Alexandria, VA 
Hamden, CT 
Nuevo, CA 
Salt Lake City, UT 
Washington DC 
Torrance, CA 
Sheffield, VT 
Norristown, PA 
Kimberton, PA 
Wichita, KS 
The Woodlands, TX 
Houston, TX 
Tampa, FL 
San Diego, CA 
Fulton, MS 
New York, NY 
Riverwoods, IL 
Ridgeley, WV 
Indianapolis, IN 
Dallas, TX 
Logansport, IN 
Marshall, VA 
Murfreesboro, AR 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
Mission Viejo, CA 
Las Vegas, NV 
San Leandro, CA 
St. George, VT 
Glendale, CA 
Washington, DC 


4487 

4488 

4489 

4490 

4491 

4492 

4493 

4494 

4495 

4496 

4497 

4498 

4499 

4500 

4501 

4502 

4503 

4504 

4505 

4506 

4507 

4508 

4509 

4510 

4511 

4512 

4513 

4514 

4515 

4516 

4517 

4518 

4519 

4520 
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Reinstate: 
Catherine Bullowa 


# 130 


Philadelphia, PA 


SOMETHING MORE THAN DIE SCRATCHES ON AN 1837 N-3 

Louie Ledsome 


Recently, while attributing a large cent I had bought from a friend at our monthly coin club 
meeting, I noticed something that aroused my curiosity. The large cent is an 1837 N-3. All three 
references that I have say there are light die scratches behind LIBERTY, and one across the curl 
in front of the ear. But on my coin, the lines that show are plain remnants of a coronet and the 
letters of LIBERTY from a previous cutting or punching. 

There are also two lines to the right of Y and two behind the ear that are probably remnants 
from the hair lines above them. There is also a raised line in front of the chin from the first head, 
and the curved line in front of the ear looks like the top front of the ear above. Part of the first 
coronet top line extends outside the new coronet line in the hair at the front top of the head. 

Since my coin is only about VF-30, 1 am sure some of the lines have worn away. So anyone 
with a high grade early die state should examine his or her coin closely for these same findings. 
I attach a sketch showing approximately what I can see on my coin. Any comments? 
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Editor’s Note : Sounds like a double-struck coin to me . . . Has anyone seen anything like this on 
37N3? 


★ ★★lit********* 


FROM THE INTERNET 

Pete Smith 

♦ As of April 20, 1997, there are 89 people on the EAC Internet directory. To get listed, send 
your name and address to Mark Switzer at dc181@freenet.carleton.ca. 

♦ An early report from the EAC Convention in Las Vegas indicated that the EAC Board of 
Governors officially recognized the Internet group as EAC Region 8. There will be no 
elected chairman and secretary. National Secretary Denis Loring will represent the region 
on the board. 

♦ Jon Lusk volunteered to support an EAC Website on his company’s computer. The EAC 
Board authorized Lusk to develop the Website. The tentative address is www.eacs.org. 

♦ There was considerable discussion on the Internet about the upcoming EAC Convention. 
Members were asked to indicate if they would attend. Questions were asked about the 
convention location and planned program. Rick Coleman listed the coins for the Half Cent 
Happening. Jim Hart and Tom Gesner collaborated to send a list of 40 buffet locations, 
times and prices. Hart mentioned the Antique Car exhibit at the imperial Palace Hotel. 

♦ Steve Carr is trying to trace an 1 830 N-6 that he believes came from the Andrews collection 
via the Newcomb collection. He asked for help in tracing the pedigree and for information 
about the distribution of the Andrews collection. 

♦ Bill Eckberg announced a Region 3 meeting at the Baltimore show Saturday, March 8, 
1997, at 1:00 p.m. Scheduled speak was Jack Robinson on “Grading High-Grade Problem 
Coins.” 

♦ Jim Hart mentioned an article in the January 1993 issue of National Geographic. “A 
glittering fraud fooled Boise, Idaho townspeople, who accepted vintage ten-dollar gold 
pieces as collateral for loans totaling 5.7 million dollars. These coins turned out to be pre- 
Civil War large cents that had been gold plated and mounted to obscure the sides reading 
‘one cent.’” 

Hart estimated that a $10 gold piece would today be worth about $157. It would take 
36,000 gold plated large cents to be worth $5,700,000. There was no date for the fraud and 
no explanation of what became of the gold plated large cents. 

♦ Jim Hart also congratulated Rick Snow on the birth of his son, Kenneth Richard Snow, born 
February 11, 1997. 

♦ Hart continues his search for information on large cent kegs. He has talked to the ANA and 
ANS without success. 

♦ Philip Moore reported on an unattributed 1797 NC-2 that he found on a local bidboard. 
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♦ Gabriel Schaff asked about an 1857 half cent Cl B1 with doubled legend on the reverse. 
Responses indicated that it is probably the result of a chatter strike, strike doubling or 
ejection doubling. 

♦ Pete Smith reported on the death of Armand Champa on March 4, 1997. 

♦ Pete Smith reported on three personal medals seen at the Central States show in 
Indianapolis. (1) Tom Reynolds has a 27 mm piece with the obverse of a 1793 half cent. 

(2) The same obverse is used on a campaign medal issued by Art Kagin. (3) C.V.M. (Chris 
McCawley) has a 39 mm personal medal. One side shows the U.S.S. Constitution, “Old 
Ironsides.” The other side has a composite image of three draped bust obverses and three 
reverses. 

*★***★****★★★ 

Information Gathering Project on HOWARD ROUNDS NEWCOMB’S 

The United States Cents of the Years 1801 1802 1803 

Published Detroit 1925 - Edition of 100 
Phil Ralls 

I’m starting a project to gather information HRN’s great book The United States Cents of 
the Years 1801 1802 1803. I’m asking all NBS and EAC members to write or Fax me the 

following information; 

[1] How many of the leather version and how many of the cloth version you have, 

[2] Any pedigree information you have on your copies or other copies, 

[3] Which and how many of each of the Supplemental Plates you have (see plates 
listed below), 

[4] How many have the Addenda Slip (all I’ve seen have it), 

[5] How many have HRN’s hand annotations (listed below), 

[6] How many are signed or inscribed by HRN (with date if he dated it, and 
inscription if he inscribed it). 

I’ll keep this information confidential. I want to use it to assess the population and 
characteristics of this work - one of my favorites in numismatic literature. If you have any other 
information you think I might find useful. I’d be grateful if you filled me in. I’m especially interested 
in information on the leather bound version - how many were made, where they are now, etc. 

Box 631 

1200 No. State St. (213) 226 - 7207; Days 

LA CA 90033 (213) 226 - 7207; Fax E-mail ralls(ghsc. usc.edu 

CORRECTIONS AND ADDENDA BY NEWCOMB 

1 . FOUR SUPPLEMENTAL PLATES 
SP#1 January 1928 

“1803 - No 24" - 1 Rev photo “S” [NCI] 8" x 10" 

- Same as SP#2 except no note re Sears and photo is different 
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- fields look dark and coin appears “shiny” 

- “Specimen M Kennedy Collection” in 
pencil by HRN at bottom of plate. 

SP#2 January 1928 

“1803 - No 24" - 1 Rev photo “S” NCI 8" x 10" 

“Discovered by Elmer Sears” at bottom 
SP#3 October 1928 

“1801 - No 13" - 1 rev photo “I” NC2 9" x TA 

SP#4 July 1931 

“1801 - No 13 / No 14" - 3 photos - 13 - 2 Rev states, 14 - Rev 
“l”NC2;“J”NC1 8"x10" 

2. ADDENDA SLIP 
p73- 1803 No. 9 

3. HRN HANDWRITTEN DIE STATE ADDITIONS 


p19 - 

ugb _ Qb.- 
ugd = Qd.. 

p37 - 

“1 = A” 

p44 - 

“7 = F” 

p45 

“8 = H” 

p46 - 

“9 = H=” 

p50 - 

II 

CO 

p71 - 

“4* = G” 

p75 - 

“7 = J” 

p83 - 

“14b = Qb- 

p85 - 

“15 = R"” 
“15' = 

SIGNED COPIES 


************* 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Red Henry writes, 

There’s a little copper news from here in Virginia: add two more items to the list of edge-letter- 
blundered 1794s: 

1. S-57, Good, ONE HUNDREDFOR A DOLLAR, recently obtained by Ben Tennyson. This 
edge-letter error, with FO(R) extremely weak, is evidently very similar to that reported by Jim 
Winterbauer, also on an S-57, in the January P-H/. 

2. S-73, VG7, ONE HUNDRED A DOLLAR, obtained by me on April 26'^ from Jim Long, who 
discovered the previously-unreported coin (and its edge blunder) on about February 28’*’. 

Next subject: After going public with the 1801 - 07 survey information in January, I had 
intended to wait for a while before making any suggested rarity rating changes for the die varieties 
in question. Two things have happened since then, though: (1) I’ve received several hundred new 
survey items from EAC members, increasing the statistical reliability of the apparent ratings - 
thanks especially to Bill Tivol - and (2) Ron Manley went ahead and took the plunge, so to speak, 
developing new suggested rarities based on numbers in the January article, and publishing those 
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ratings in the March issue. I plan to have a new article on the subject, with newly-adjusted rarity 
ratings for R4 and lower die varieties of 1801 - 07, ready for the July issue. There are a few 
surprises, some of which should have been caught before, given information published previously 
by Tom Reynolds and others. 

More on this next time; but to clear up one point: in the 1994 and January 1997 articles, I 
wasn’t depending on any one particular source for rarity ratings, but rather trying to work 
conservatively with ratings from a combination of mostly-recent sources. High end rarity ratings are 
pretty firmly indicated now in The Score, but for R4 varieties and below, if there’s no statistical basis 
to go on, rarity ratings are still essentially an author’s impressions (read The Book). That’s why I 
combined rarity information from several sources. This will all be a moot point if, as I hope, the 
1801 - 07 survey can amass enough information to provide a firm statistical foundation for rarity 
ratings of the more common varieties. 

Not many rare goodies are turning up around here. I did attribute another previously- 
unreported S-73 (G5) on April 27*^, but a fellow has it in his date set and he’s not selling. That’s how 
it goes . . . 


GREG AND LISA HEIM write. 

We wish to thank everyone for their heartfelt sentiments regarding the upcoming arrival of 
our first child in late September (the 27"^ is the due date). Needless to say, we will send a baby 
picture to Harry for the earliest issue of P-W . The baby will be teething on a Half Cent carefully 
selected from Tom Reynolds’ red velvet display case! Just kidding, Tom. 


PAUL DOFTON writes, 

I am a member of both Early American Coppers (EAC) and The Conder Token Collectors 
Club (CTCC), so this letter is being addressed to both organizations on a perennial topic. I am 
writing to express concern, hopefully eliminate confusion on, and clarify for myself and other 
members what is the best way (or ways) to care for and store our cherished old coppers. . . 

At issue is information contained in Don Bonser’s “Collector’s Edge” column in the January 
1997 edition of The Numismatist . Basically, Mr. Bonser’s column discourages use of both flannel 
cotton liners and paper envelopes for storing uncirculated copper coins. He indicates the 
envelopes are only good for short term storage due to sulfur compounds and without the flannel 
liners can scratch coins stored. Even with the liners he says an uncirculated or proof copper coin 
could be damaged by the flannel. Unfortunately he does not advocate any alternative storage 
method. 

His advice seems to run counter to the relatively common practice of storing coppers in 
white paper envelopes with cotton liners advocated by both EAC and CTCC. In fact this method 
of storage is specifically mentioned in “An Introduction to the World of Early American Copper 
Coinage” that I received when I joined EAC in 1991 . . . 

1 recognize that some paper products could contain damaging levels of sulfur, but have 
been under the impression that the white ones used by EAC / CTCC are safe for long term storage 
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of coppers. One must ask too, how were all these high grade coppers stored for so long before 
plastic, mylar, slabs etc. came into being? After all, they managed to survive somehow since the 
time they were made. I suspect they were stored in paper envelopes. The tokens I purchased in 
England this fall from Richard Gladdle, Spink and Sons and A. H. Baldwin were stored in either 
paper envelopes or coin trays open to the air. It does make sense, though, to think that a coin 
sliding around in an envelope for a long time could leave some semblance of “cabinet friction,” but 
it seems reasonable that the cotton liners would eliminate that. Also, it seems that there is some 
benefit to allowing the coin to breathe a little bit, especially in light of recent cases of sweating and 
spotting in slabs. Personally, I have not noticed any deterioration of my coppers, but I haven’t had 
them for more than six years. 

In summary, I want to know if my current practice of storing high grade coppers in white 
paper envelopes with cotton liners is an advocated, acceptable, and proven long term storage 
method. I also have a small packet of photographer’s silicon gel (desiccant) in the coin box to 
reduce moisture. If this method is not the best, what one is? 

Editor’s Note : Paul included copies of Bonser’s Numismatist column, as well as personal responses 
from Jerry Bobbe and Rod Burress. Rod commented, “uncirculated coins should not need brushing 
other than a gentle dusting to remove contaminants . . . The cotton [in the liners he sells] is pure 
100% flannel, and should be soft enough that no friction is produced which would cause wear.” For 
a detailed exposition of Jerry’s views, see “On the Care and Preservation of Choice Coppers,” 
elsewhere in this issue. 


**★****★★★*★* 


SWAPS AND SALES 

EAC'ers are invited to submit their ads for inclusion in this column. Ads up to twelve lines 
are free. ADS LARGER THAN 12 LINES MUST BE SUBMITTED CAMERA-READY, AND PAID 
IN ADVANCE. Due to increased production costs, effective immediately, a full page ad is $100. 
Graphic and halftone setup is an additional $60 per page. One third page is $35. Ads should be 
limited to early American Coppers or tokens. Deadline for material to appear in the July 15, 1997 
issue is June 30, 1997. All ads must include the individual membership number of a current 
member in good standing. Copy should be sent to the Editor, Harry E. Salyards, 606 North 
Minnesota Avenue, Hastings, NE 66901 . 

IMPORTANT NOTICE : 

Early American Coppers, Inc. publisher of Pennv-Wise . does not examine any of the material 
advertised in Pennv-Wise . nor does it review any of the advertising therein. Early American 
Coppers, Inc. assumes no responsibility or liability for any advertisement (or the material described 
therein) and no party shall have recourse against Early American Coppers, Inc. All transactions 
arising or relating to any advertisement in Pennv-Wise shall strictly be between the parties thereto. 
Complaints concerning advertisers (or respondents) should be referred to the President of Early 
American Coppers, Inc.; complaints may result in abridgement, suspension, or terminations of 
membership or advertising privileges. 


************* 
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What others think of "The CENT Book" JOHN D. WRIGHT. EAC #7 

MARK KLEIN: The CENT Book is all I'd dreamed it could be and more. Reading it is like 
enjoying a personal chat with John. 

RICHARD STRILEY: Being a novice on large cents I found a number of other books confusing 
and hard to read. I have Adams, Breen, Grellman, Newcomb, Noyes, and Sheldon, but 
yours is the best. 

JULES REIVER; Your book is wonderful. This is the first coin book I have ever seen which can 
be used to attribute coins without having my coins available for checking. Your pictures 
are so sharp that they make attributing an absolute pleasure. 

SEE FOR YOURSELF - BUY YOUR OWN. See "The CENT Book" ad in this section. 




What others think of “The CENT Book”: Mabel Ann Wright, EAC #78 

TOM DELOREY: I especially like the historical notes at the beginning of each date. It lends a 
warm, human touch that is missing from most numismatic literature published since 
Sheldon. 

WARREN LAPP: I can see now why it took so long to get it into print. John didn't leave out a 
thing. I am amazed at the photos. The book is perfect in every way, which is what I 
would expect from JDW. 

HERB SILBERMAN: Your book is beautiful! I congratulate you on the content. 

TONY CARLOTTO; The CENT Book is fantastic. The year-by-year history is a very nice touch 
and keeps you reading. 

SEE FOR YOURSELF - BUY YOUR OWN. See “The CENT Book” ad in this section. 


**★****★★★★** 


WILLIAM C. NOYES, EAC #363 

Forget what the others have said, the experts have spoken ~ the Noyes books won the 1992 ( U.S, 
Large Cents 1793 - 1814 . $130) and 1993 ( U.S. Large Cents 1816 - 1839 , $105) Early American 
Coppers Literary Awards - Accept no imitations! Order both today for $195 postpaid. 

Now also available: the newest Noves’ Encyclopedia of Large Cents 1793 Sheldon-1 through 1796 
Sheldon-91, for $65 postpaid. 

Order from : Lithotech - Noyes, 1600 W. 92nd St., Minneapolis, MN 55431 


BOB GRELLMAN, EAC #575 P.O. Box 951988 Lake Mary, FL 32795 - 1988 

(407) 321 -8747 

For Sale; Deluxe hardbound copies of the Attribution Guide for United States Large 

Cents 1840- 1857 . The reference for attributing late date large cents. 
Autographed on request. $70, postpaid. 

Attribution Service: I offer an attribution service for late date large cents. I will attribute your 

cents for $1 each plus return postage. This charge includes crud removal when 
necessary, and I’ll include my opinion as to sharpness and net grades, if requested. No 
quantity limit, fast service, lifetime guarantee. 

Want Lists: Send me your want lists for late date cents. I can help. 


************* 
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JERRY BOBBE, EAC#184 


P.O. Box 25817 


Portland, OR 97298 
(503) 626- 1075 


Madness, intrigue, political struggle, power, greed ... is it another pre-auction collusion session? 
No!! It’s a series of early coppers that weaves one though the dawn of the Industrial Revolution 
and American Independence, the French Revolution, the political and social ills of Britain, and the 
lives of the elite and the commoner. BRITISH TOKENS! Send for your free copy of The Token 
Examiner, the world’s most informative and entertaining price list of the 18th Century “Conder” 
series. Superb quality, great rarities, bizarre die states, errors, trial pieces and patterns our 
specialty. This series has it all; and with the exception of expensive US related colonials (i.e., 
Washington pieces. Theatre at New York, et al), at prices not seen by large cent collectors for over 
half a century! 




COUNTERSTAMPED LARGE CENTS WANTED 

For my personal collection, which I have been gathering since 1955, I desire to purchase 
counterstamped large cents of all dates with the names and addresses of individuals, or individuals 
and their specialties, merchants, political slogans, and motifs. At this point, I am not interested in 
stray initials, numbers, or names that cannot be identified as to geographical location or trade. I 
would be pleased to make an offer for coins submitted to me, or invite you to send them on 
approval with an invoice. I am not iooking for any bargains and will pay any reasonable price, as 
they are not for resale. Please let me hear from you. All correspondence will be answered. 

David Bowers, EAC #204 
c/o Bowers and Merena Galleries, Inc. 

Box 1224Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


************* 


PETER SETIAN, EAC #3529 Box 570 

FOR SALE; 


1822 

N-9 

R5- 

G4 



Average 

$225 

1843 

N-17 

R6- 

VG-8 



Average+ 

$100 


Wilbraham, MA 01095 

Almost smooth, dark brown. Two old 
scratches on obverse are nearly worn away. 
Light corrosion on reverse at AM(ERICA). 
Smooth medium brown surfaces. Slightly 
better details with minor circ. Marks. 


************** 


TOM REYNOLDS, EAC #222 


PO Box 24529 


Omaha, NE 68124 
(402) 895 - 3065 


1845 

2"'* Restrike 

R6+ 

PR64 

$ 8,600 

1798 

S-155 

R3 

XF45 

$12,500 


Faded mint red on obv. With a brown and faded 
mint red rev. Choice, proof surfaces. Almost 
totally free of carbon specks and hairlines. 
Reverse of 1796. Brown with choice surfaces. 
Tied for CC#4. Ex-Donald Martz; George 
Ramont. 


SEND NAME AND ADDRESS TO RECEIVE FREE PRICE LISTS. 


************* 
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PHIL FLANAGAN, EAC #425 


PO 80X1288 


Coupeville, WA 98239 
(360) 678 - 0224 


BRITISH TOKENS of the 18‘*’ century form a fascinating series of mostly copper coins that 
incorporate many ties with the United States. In general, this series of mostly half pence is of a 
similar size to U.S. Large Cents. However, I must point out that this British series usually appears 
in better condition AND cheaper than our Large and Half Cents. Since we take the 3 major credit 
cards AND have a 21 day return policy, there’s absolutely NO RISK! TRY US! Send for our free 
list listing hundreds of these beautiful coppers from FINE to PROOF. We also have many books 
on the subject which I’m sure you’ll agree, makes collecting much more fun and interesting. Call 
me right now at 1 - 800 - 613 - 8731 for your copy! 

★ ****★★*★**★★ 


GARY A TRUDGEN, EAC #1 889 3103 Chatham Rd. Endwell, NY 1 3760 


FOR SALE: 1788 CONNECTICUT COPPER - Miller 15.1 - L.1 

FINE. Rarity-5 draped bust left variety. Medium stell brown coloration. Scattered corrosion 
which isn’t too bad. Struck off center resulting in most of the date off the flan. Most of the 
legends are complete. $50.00 

Send for a free list of colonial and state coppers. 


•k************ 


ROBERT ZAVOS, EAC #2502 1007 Savannah Ave. Pittsburgh, PA 15221 


Bowers & Ruddy 
Bowers & Merena 
Kossoff, A, 

McCawley / Greilman 

New Neth. / Seaby 

Sheldon 

Stacks 

Stacks 

Stacks 

Stacks 

Superior 


United States Half Cents : 1962; Gold Cover; deluxe edition; 47p; VF $ 15 

3/26/87 Frederick Taylor; Vf; pr Colonial & State Coinage 70 

US Large Cents 1793 - 1857 (FPL of Oscar Pearl) bound w Crosby US Cents of 1793 25 

MBS #1 4/14/92 $10; John Griffee Sale $15; Schoentag Sale $10; no pris 
1 1/14/73 2"“ Auction Sale; Superb early Large Cents [Nafzger]; fine; pri 30 

Penny Whimsy ; 1990 Durst reprint; 340p; 51 org pits; 9 addtl since 1965; hb; new 30 
5/2/68 William Van Roden Large Cents; VF; nice copy; xpri 15 

2/4/76 Tad Collection Of US Large Cents; nice copy; xprI 12 

12/8/83 John Roper Collection [great reference of US Colonials] copy of prI 25 

3/16/88 Herman Halpern US Large Cents; xpri; nice copy 25 

9/30/86 Robinson S. Brown, Jr. Collection of Large Cents; New; pri 27 


************* 


RICHARD L. CODAY, EAC #31 71 PO Box 1 701 Bakersfield, CA 93302 

(805) 323 - 4507 

LARGE CENTS WANTED 

1797 S-120a Fair to Fine 1831 N-1 2/1, 12/2, 12/3, & 12/4 AG-VF 

1817 All “Mice” G to VF 1834 N-5 AG-F 

I am a strong buyer for all dates and varieties in the $20 to $500 range. I need lower grade 

Liberty Caps (Fair to VG), Draped Busts (AG to Fine), and AV+ and CHOICE Middle Dates Good to VF. 

Please write or call if you have Large Cents for sale. Send stamp for sell List #20. Thank you. 

************* 
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CHRIS SCHWERDT, EAC #4331 


PO Box 21 169 


“Catonsville Early Copper” 


Catonsville, MD 21228 

(410) 788-7546 


E-mail: eac4331@aol.com 



Colonials 


1782 Nova Constellatio (Lg US) 

F+ 

Nice smooth tan surfaces 

$225 

1783 Washington Unity 

XF45 

Choc brown w/interesting rev adj marks 

325 

1 783 Washington Draped Bust 

VF 

Choice chocolate surfaces 

150 

1 787 New Jersey (M63q) 

F 

Nice Chocolate surfaces, hint of roughness 

165 

1 788 Massachusetts Cent (R3A) 

VF 

Choice tan surfaces 

265 


Half Cents 


1793 

C2 

G5 

Dark with steel olive features, hint of roughness 

$ 1,450 

1795 

Cl 

F15 

Lovely olive stell, defect free except for light porosity 

950 

1802 

C2 

VG8+ 

Dark chocolate, light porosity, 2 smi scratches on rev 

900 

1811 

C2 

F15 

Lovely smooth dark chocolate surfaces (no porosity) 

550 

1804 

C13 

VF35 

Nice mottled dark & tan w/small scratch on neck 

175 




DAVE HENSLEY, EAC #2378 PO Box 680 Syracuse, NY 13201 

(315) 469-2008 

Feel free to call for add’l info. If you leave message. I’ll return call. YOUR SATISFACTION IS AN 
ABSOLUTE MUST! 15 day return privilege. Send for my list ~ Coppers (lots of Early and bulk lots). 
Bust, Seated, and World coins. 


1794 

S-22 

Good 6/4 Avg. Few scattered pits, marx, couple dings, tan 

$ 85 

1794 

S-31 

(F-VF sharpness) Numerous tix & nix, Sm. Rim file cut Scud vn 

75 

1794 

S-47 

Glossy choc & olive, few scattered pin-hole pits. VG-8 

400 

1794 

S-61 

Decent VG-8, all details of damaged dies present 

250 

1796 

S-97 

G-4 

100 

1796 

S-100 

G/Fr Old, strange ctstp. On forehead, coin has damage 

125 

1802 

S-236 

Choice VG-10 

************* 

90 


DAN TROLLAN, EAC #3154 3301 Main Ave. Durango, CO 81301 

W - (970) 247 - 8453 

S = Sharpness N = Net 10 day return privilege 


1798 

S-167 

S - VF-20 

N-F-15 

LDS sm. Dig next to rim cud on rev. 

$ 275 

1798 

S-184 

S - VF-35 

N - VF-30 

Nice Smooth Brown 

450 

1799 

S-189 

S- VG-10 

N - VG-8 

Sharp date and LIBERTY 

3,500 

1800/79 

S-192 

S - XF-45 

N - VF-30 

Rough patch on Reverse, Tie CC-5 

2,350 

1802 

S-230 

S - AU-50 

N - XF-40 

Nice Smooth Brown 

850 

1802 

S-237 

S - AU-50 

N - VF-30 

Brown with reddish undertone 

425 

1803 

S-247 

S - VF-35 

N - VF-25 

“MUMPS VARIETY” 

400 

1806 

S-270 

S - XF-45 

N - XF-40 

Mottled smooth brown 

1,350 

1807/6 

S-273 

S - VF-35 

N - VF-25 

Large Overdate 

500 
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Roswell, GA 30076 
(770) 642 - 7092 


GRANT REED, EAC #421 1 


860 Club Chase Lane 


Duplicates for sale; 


1803 

S-251 

R2 

VF25 

Net FI 5 

105 

Schoentag sale 

1828 

N-10 

R2 

VF30 

Net VF25 

30 


1835 

N-19 

R6+ 

F15 

Net G5 

500 

Grellman card 

1840 

N-2 

R1 

VG8 

NetG5 

10 


1848 

N-15 

R5 

F15 

Net FI 2 

45 


1853 

N-3 

R1 

VF30 

Net VF30 

30 





JOHN H. 

LEWIS, 

EAC #4235 

2828 Allspice Rd. Port Republic, 

(410) 

MD 20676 
586 - 8491 

1838 

N-4 

8/7 

Grellman card, med brn, few nicks, MDS 

$ 10 

1839 

N-8 

12/8 

Grellman card, whizzed, recolored, EDS 

8 

1842 

N-8 

15/7 

Grellman card, minor scratches, rim dent, M-LDS 

9 

1847 

N-37 

20/15 

Grellman card, minor nicks, MDS 

16 

1853 

N-26 

15-/10 

Grellman card, minor nicks, recolored, MDS 

10 

1853 

N-27 

12/3 

Grellman card, marks & Solder, filler, M-LDS 

4 

1856 

N-9 

25+/12 

Grellman card, med bm, minor nicks, M-LDS 

16 




★ w ★ * * 


TIM LARSON, EAC #441 7 PO Box 53002 Bellevue, Wash. 9801 5 - 3002 


Eliasberg Pedigree Large Cents - Common coins, rare pedigree! 


1840 

N7 

VF30 

$ 125 

1842 

N2 

VF35 

$ 35 

1842 

N6 

F15/ VF20 

30 

1845 

N10 

EF40 

100 

1846 

N18 

EF45 

120 

1847 

N12 

EF40 

100 

1847 

N21 

VF35 

50 

1848 

N12 

VF30 

50 

1849 

N7 

VF35 

140 

1849 

N20 

AU50 Toned 

120 

1852 

N3 

AU55 

170 

1852 

N16 

AU58 

200 

1854 

N24 

EF40 

75 

1855 

N9 

EF45 

175 


Documentation provided on all to verify pedigree. IN GOD WE TRUST, all others send check or 
money order plus $5 for registered mailing. 7 day return if not satisfied. 


************* 


GARY COOPER, EAC #989 389 Swamp Road Durham, ME 04222 

WANTED: 1737 or 1739 HIGLEY THREEPENCE, 3 Hammers or Broad Axe variety. Please write 
with description of condition and pedigree, or send photo if available. 


************* 


- 135- 


XXXI/ 180 


ALAN V. WEINBERG, EAC #1899 


23321 Aetna St. 


Woodland Hills, CA 91367 
(818) 348-3749 


I’d like to acquire for my collection a choice 1794 Head of ‘93 Cent. It can be any variety, but it must 
be VF-30 or better, well-struck on a problem-free flan, with good color and absolutely free of rim 
dings. I will pay top price for such a coin! 

I also collect and am a strong buyer of choice Massachusetts colonial Oak and Pine Tree coinage, 
pre-1900 American gold and silver historical medals, and old American saloon or military fort trade 
tokens. 


*-k****it**'k*it* 


PAUL LANGSETH, EAC #2976 PO Box 464 


Parker, AZ 85344 


For Sale : 1869 Edward Cogan Sale of Mortimer Livingston Mackenzie, Esq. Rebound, five 

plates, one showing outstanding cents. From the libraray of Remy Bourne. 

$895 plus $10 shipping. 

************* 


MIKE RUBIN, EAC #2188 Box 70642 


Marietta, GA 30007 
(770) 977 - 4573 


Large Cent Errors 


1795 S-78 Double struck obv. Bust profile and cap strongly doubled. 

Net AG $ 235 

1796 S-83 1 5% off-center towards 1 2 o’clock. Smooth brown. 

Net AG $ 285 

1813 S-292 Double struck, 2"*^ strike 40% off center. Good, with a small hole .... $ 295 


************* 


MICHAEL L. ARCONTI, EAC #4161 PO Box 634 Brookfield, CT 06804 

(203) 740 - 2945 


S-82 

VG-7, average, double profile 

$ 300 

S-128 

F-12, average 

260 

S-130 

VF-20, average 

385 

S-131 

VF-25, average 

1100 

S-172 

VF-20, average 

450 

S-173 

F-12+, average 

175 

S-181 

F-15, average 

625 

S-182 

F-15, average 

675 

S-224 

VF-25, average 

400 

S-239 

Other 

VF-35, average 

large cents available. Please call or write. 

700 


************* 
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New and Updated 

Penny-Wise on CD-ROM 


•Contains all 30 years (1967-1996) 

•Contains all EAC sales 

with prices realized entered alongside lot description 
including Bill Noyes color photos for ’83 thru ‘87 
•Easier variety searching 
•Windows/DOS/Mac compatible 


Cost 

Shipping & handling 

Credit for returning old CD-ROM 

□ 1 year or more ownership -$40.00 

□ 6 to 12 months ownership -$60.00 

□ 3 to 6 months ownership -$75.00 

n 0 to 3 months ownership -$94.00 


$117.00 

4.00 


Return disc when you receive new one 


New member credit (-$10.00) if joined in last 6 months 


Total 


□ DOS/Windows 

Name: O Mac 


Address: EAC# 


If return credit is claimed above, signer agrees to 
either return their CD-ROM Version 1, or pay the 
credit taken for it’s return. 

Signed: Date: 


Send to: 

Digital Dynamics 
3055 Plymouth Rd. 
Ann Arbor, MI 48105 
(313)-995-2400 


Expected ship date is June 15, 1997 
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ANNOUNCING THE RELEASE OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT WORK 

ON UNITED STATES HALF CENTS 
IN ALMOST 15 YEARS! 



“A Quickfinder for Attributing Varieties of United States Half Cents: 1793-1857” 

by Gregory S. Heim 

IS NOW AVAILABLE FOR PRE-PUBLICATION PURCHASE 

WHAT MAKES THE QUICKFINDER DIFFERENT? 

1) Convenient 5 1/2 by 8 1/2 size, spiral binding, and easy to use format make it more portable than 
any other Half Cent attribution guide on the market. 

2) This Quickfinder gives the attribution process a fixed starting point and logical structure once the 
coin's date has been determined. 

3) An illustrated, detailed, and easy to understand section on attributing the Proof Only issues! 

4) Attributions for Breen, Cohen, Empire, Gilbert, and the “Red Book” are all located on the same 
line followed by the updated rarity ratings for the business strikes and the proof only issues. 

5) Conversion chart for Breen and Cohen numbers sorted by Cohen number. 

6) Each "yes/no" question is plated with an enlargement along with an explanation (when necessary) 
for quick reference. 

7) Takes bold steps regarding the previous delisting of the 1804 C-3 as well as the debate over the 
term “sub-variety.” 


PLUS, MUCH, MUCH MORE! 

Take advantage of my special pre-publication price of only $16.95 postpaid (US delivery). That’s $5.00 off of 
the $19.95 + $2.00 S&H retail price! Dealer inquiries are also welcome. Offer may be withdrawn at any time. 


Gregory S. Heim 

Member: ANA, EAC, NLG, NBS, GSNA, WHCC 
PO Box 7652 

North Brunswick, NJ 08902-7652 
(908) 297-8661, lOAM-lOPM ET 
E-mail: Halfcents@aol.com 


THE ROBERT VAIL COLLECTION OF U.S. LARGE CENTS 

Middle Dates and Late Dates 

THE DR. WILLARD CARMEL, IR. COLLECTION 

Early Date Large Cents 


to be auctioned prior to the Long Beach Coin Show 
in Beverly Hills, California on September 8, 9, 10, 1997 



1794 S-64 VF-30 




1795 S-76a F-12 






1816N-3AU-50 



1849 N-16 MS-60 


We are accepting Colonials, Half Cents and Large Cents 
for this important auction. 

CALL 800-421^0754 NOW TO RESERVE SPACE IN THIS SALE. 

CATALOGUE PRICE: $15.00 (U.S.) / $30.00 (Outside U.S.) 


CONSIGNMENT AND CATALOGUE ORDER FORM 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY STATE ZIP 

□ YES, I AM INTERESTED IN CONSIGNING TO SUPERIOR'S 
SEPTEMBER 8, 9, 10, 1997 COIN AUCTION. 

PLEASE HAVE A REPRESENTATIVE CALL ME AT 


TELEPHONE NO. 


□ YES, SEND ME THE SEPTEMBER 8, 9, 10, 1997 COIN 
AUCTION CATALOGUE. 


CHARGE MY: 


n VISA □ MASTERCARD □ AMERICAN EXPRESS 


ACCOUNT NO. 


EXPIRATION DATE 


SIGNATURE 


TOTAL ENCLOSED 


CHECK, CREDIT CARD OR MONEY ORDER ACCEPTED FOR CATALOGUE PURCHASE. 
CALIFORNIA RESIDENTS ADD 8.25% SALES TAX. PW097 


BONDED 

CALIFORNIA 

AUCTIONEERS 



Ira M, Goldberg 

nUMISMUTISisI Lawrence S. Goldberg 
. . . ^ Goldberg 


9478 WEST OLYMPIC BOULEVARD BEVERLY HILLS, CALIFORNIA 90212-4299 
TEL 310-203-9855 TOLL FREE 800-421-0754 FAX 310-203-0496 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE (http://www.superiorsc.com/superior/) 


- 139 - 


30DCI / 180 







508'40th Avenue N.E. 
Minneapolis, MN 55421-3833 

PHONE 612 789 7070 
FAX 612 789 4747 


&m (3/doume 

^ Numismatic Literature Specialist 


I AM PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE 
PUBLIC AUCTION SALE NUMBER 6 
COMINQ SEPTEMBER 12,13 &14, 1997 

FEATURING 
THE LIBRARY OF 


R. V. (DICK) PUNCHARD 

THE DEFINITIVE UNITED STATES 

EARLY AMERICAN COPPER LITERATURE 

LIBRARY SALE 

OF THE 

20TH CENTURY! 

A FEW HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE: 

AUCTION CATALOGUES; VIRTUALLY EVERY RATED CATALOG OF "C OR BETTER OF 
EARLY AMERICAN COPPER" in Tohn Adams " United States Numismatic Literature 
Volunies I & II * Every Chapman's important sales w/plates *Complete runs of Bluestone ‘Important 
Morgenthau's ‘New Netherlands • 130 Important Mehl's • Many Woodward, Elder, Cogan, Stack's, etc. 

FIXED PRICE LISTS ; Many Steigerwalt ‘Near complete Stack's ‘Bowers, plus more. 
BOOKS and MONOGRAPHS: THE FOLLOWING ARE ALL ORIGINAL WORKS: ATN 1869 
(Crosby 1793) • Frank Andrews ‘ S.H. Chapman Cents of 1794 w/plates ‘ Clapp 1798-1799 w/plates ‘ 
Clapp-Newcomb 1795, 96, 97, 1800 w/plates ‘ Cohen's 1/2 Cents, 1st & 2nd editions ‘ Crosby 1793 
Cents & Half Cents ‘ Doughty Cents 1793-1814 (Annotated) ‘ Frossard Cents & Half Cents w/plates ‘ 
Frossard & Hays Cents 1794 w/plates ‘ Gilbert & Elder Cents 1796 w/plates ‘ Maris 1794 Cents 
w/photo ‘ Newcomb 1801, 02, 03 w/plates ‘ Newcomb 1816-1857 (L. Merkin's copy) ‘ Newcomb 
1816-1857 thick paper ‘ Newcomb 1816-1857 (thin paper-leather bound-W. Blaisdell's copy) ‘ 
Newcomb 1816-1857 (thick paper-leather bound) ‘ W. Raymond's Standard catalogs ‘Half Cents & 
Large Cents 1793-1857 ‘ Wm. Sheldon's Penny Whimsey signed by Sheldon, Paschal & Breen 1967 ‘ 
T. Venn's Large Cents 1793-1857, 1915 & 3$ Gold, Large Cents, Half cents, 2 Cents, 1919. 
SAVE YOUR MONEY FOR THIS HISTORIC SALE! 

Order your catalogue today for $10.00 or a Numbered Copy for $12.95 
Call Toll Free Now for any of your Numismatic Literature collecting needs. 

1-800-789-7005 

REMEMBER I ACCEPT VISA & MASTERCARD FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE. 
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THE 



CENT 

BOOK 

18X6-1839 


mm B. wEiGOT 


Give him/her a 

^(RXS(PECIAL gi‘PI’ 


SPECIAL to Current EAC Members 

$100 Postpaid 

(List Price $125 Postpaid) 

Or Get An Autographed Copy 
Direct from the Author 

John D. Wright 
1468 Timberlane Dr. 
St. Joseph, MI 49085 


MAIL BID SALE 

Closing Date - June 14, 1997 



Included in this auction sale will be an important collection of U.S. Half Cents from 1793 to 1857. 
Some of the highlights include: 1793 in EF, 1794, an AU-55 1795, A 1795 B2b:2A in MS-60+, the 
FINEST KNOWN of this variety, both varieties of 1796, 1802/0, 1806 in MS-63, 1833, 1855, 1856 and 
1857 in Proof, and the 1856 J-177 Pattern. In addition, there are many other fine U.S., Foreign, and 
Ancient coins from which to choose, as well as a wonderful grouping of Large Size U.S. Currency. 
Catalogues are $5.00 each, which includes the List of Prices Realized available after the sale. 



< COINHUNTER > 



C.E. Bullowa EAC #130 
1616 Walnut Street - Suite 2112 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 

(215) 735-5517 
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RICHARD, BOWMAN, EAC #2032 3207 Tarabrook Dr. 


Tampa, FL 33618 
(813) 968-2124 


Half Cents (postpaid) 


1787 

R-4c 

R2 

Mass half cent, smooth dark brown, nice 

VF20 

$ 350 

1788 

R-lb 

R2 

Mass half cent, light brown w/3 plan striations 

FN15 

325 

1797 

C-1 

R2 

IDS, usual weak areas, decent 

F12 

460 

1805 

C-1 

R1 

Light brown average, minor rev rim bump 

F12 

45 

1808 

C-3 

R1 

Medium brown but many small contact marks 

F15+/netF12 

60 

1809 

C-4 

R3 

Somewhat rough darker brown, contact marks 

FI 2/net G6 

20 

1809 

C-5 

R1 

Medium brown some minor rim bumps 

VF35/net VF30 

100 

1828 

C-1 

R1 

Smooth, a few circulation marks . . none serious 

VF20 

35 

1853 

C-1 

R1 

Smooth medium brown, very nice 

XF45 

90 




REPORTS FROM THE E.A.C. CONVENTION, LAS VEGAS 

April 17-20, 1997 


1997 HALF CENT HAPPENING 

Rick Coleman 

I have to admit some measure of relief now that I have one “Happening” under my belt. We 
saw some great coins. My thanks to all of the exhibitors and to the monitors who were a great help. 

The majority voted for a reporting of the results as ranked by those present. The results are 
reported below by collection name, as provided by the exhibitors: 




1st 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

5th 

1793 

C-2 

McGuigan 

Coleman 

RT 

RW1 

RMC 

1797 

C-3b 

Coleman (1) 

Weber 

RT 

Coleman (2) 

McGuigan 

1806 

C-2 

Weber 

McGuigan 

HWB 

RT 

RR 

1828 

C-1 

McGuigan 

Coleman 

MG 

RT 

LG 

1850 

C-1 

McGuigan (1) 

McGuigan (2) 

RW1 

RT 

GS 

1837 

Token 

RT(1) 

SAN 

RT (2) 

Weber 

GS 


The first place 1793 C-2 stole the show. The color and detail were superb. It garnered all 
of the first place votes. I have personally been waiting to see if for several years and was not 
disappointed. 

The five best 1797 C-3b’s were condition census coins and a pleasure to examine. 
Somehow, I managed to be the monitor at that table. It was fun. 

The 1806 C-2's were a surprisingly strong group. Bill Weber’s coin took first place by a slim 
margin of one vote. 

The first place 1828 C-1 gives new meaning to the phrase “blazing mint color”. It also had 
a one vote margin over the second place piece. 

The 1850 C-1's were topped by a pair of nice proofs. Voting was spotty on this variety so 
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it is difficult to make meaningful comments. 

The 1837 Hulseman’s Token was somewhat surprising. No truly mint state pieces 
[in my opinion]! I guess that they are tougher to find than one might expect. 

Next year I hope that Greg, Lisa and I can select coins that are as enjoyable as 
these were to see. See you in Boston. 


The following are the results from the Thursday night Large Cent Happening. The 
room was packed and everyone had a good time. Any suggestions for varieties for next 
year’s Happening contact one of us. 


************* 


1997 LARGE CENT HAPPENING 

Jan Valentine and Dale Anderson 


1794 Sheldon-48 #1 Walt Husak 


1831 Newcomb-5 #1 Bob Vail 

#2 Wes Rasmussen 


#2 Dan Holmes 
#3 Dan Trollan 
#4 Dan Holmes 


#3 John Wright 
#4 John Wright 
#5 March Wells 


#5 Steven Ellsworth 


1797 Sheldon-126 #1 Tom Reynolds 


1 846 Newcomb-26 #1 West Rasmussen 


#2 Wes Rasmussen 
#3 Walt Husak 
#4 Steven Ellsworth 
#5 Dan Holmes 


#2 March Wells 
#3 Dan Holmes 
#4 Paul Delfeld 
#5 Bob LaForme 


1 825 Newcomb-7 #1 Wes Rasmussen 


1854 Newcomb-19 #1 Wes Rasmussen 


#2 March Wells 
#3 John Wright 


#2 Dale Anderson 
#3 Dan Holmes 
#4 Steve Ellsworth 
#5 Joe Whipple 


#4 Manuel Ahumada 
#5 Phil Moore 


************* 
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The Psychological Profile of a Collector 
Harry E. Salyards 

I want to speak to three questions this evening, questions I’ve thought a lot about, from my per- 
spective as a lifelong collector: 

Why do only some people become collectors? (It isn’t just a matter of time, or money.) 

Are collectors bom, or made? 

What draws a collector to a particular area? 

At the outset, I should confess that my comments, like my collecting interests, range far beyond 
the narrow confines of early American copper. I’ll grant that Dr. Sheldon wrote some very 
enamored prose, describing the particular appeal of early U.S. large cents. (And we all share 
some sense of that appeal, or we wouldn’t be here tonight.) But— because Sheldon was a far more 
eloquent writer than most who have written collector guidebooks — there’s a certain philistine ten- 
dency afoot, in and out of EAC, to assume there is something inherently superior about collecting 
early American copper. I don’t buy that assumption. If that’s heresy to this audience, so be it. 

I believe that all collectors, whatever they collect, share a broad psychological profile. They bring 
an absolutely indistinguishable passion to the collecting of a wide variety of objects. It’s that 
passion I want to speak about, as the thing that draws us to become collectors. At the outset, in a 
very real sense, it’s the object that collects us, and not the other way around. 

Take a coin like this nearly-slick Chain cent. Who could predict its fascination for a particular 
person? And yet, some will be fascinated . It’s a romantic phenomenon. Like falling in love, it 
happens to us. Nobody ever awoke one Saturday morning and said, ‘Let’s see. . .1 have an hour 
to spare; I think I’ll start collecting large cents.’ Just putting it in terms like that shows how 
absurd it is to think of collecting as just another leisure-time activity. It starts as romance, with all 
of romance’s sense of evanescence. 

Collectors have an overdeveloped sense of Time’s passage, and are forever finding something that 
is on the verge of being lost— something that is deserving of their careful custodianship. Consider 
this S-13 Liberty Cap. We may know the last several owners in the pedigree chain; but we mustn’t 
forget the anonymous original collector who saw this as something worth preserving. He or she 
was likely the kind of person who resisted mere changes in fashion, and as such, was in the 
minority. To the mass of people, this was nothing but a dirty old cent. That it would one day 
command a price equal to the entire annual salary of the coin press operator who made it, would be 
absolutely incomprehensible to them. 

You see, because we value what we collect so highly, we have a hard time remembering that it was 
not always so . We in EAC collect the lowliest of the pocket change of 150-1- years ago. Most of 
what was originally minted no longer exists. Whatever remnant remains was saved by people 
swimming against the tide. Remember those lines of people, in front of the window labeled 
“Cents for Cents,” at the Philadelphia mint in the late 1850s. Those folks couldn’t wait to 
exchange their dirty old large cents for new, ‘white’ Flying Eagles. Even as this was going on, the 
collector minority set to organizing what they could salvage from the crush of ‘progress.’ Most 
collectors, you see, are sceptical of the very notion of progress. As a result, they’re not stuck in 
what I call the merchandisers ’ perpetual present , that mainstream of society that lets itself be told 
what it ‘ought’ to buy. Instead, they spend their money— in amounts they’d never admit to, 
outside the fraternity of collectors— on one-of-a-kind items like this S-30 cent. 

So they tend to begin as self-perceived outsiders- -but they quickly discover that there is a fraternity 
of collectors ‘like them.’ And they ‘join up’ ! For every collector who never shares his excitement 
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and pride in his collection, there are ten or twenty who can’t help themselves. They inevitably go 
about forming societies, issuing newsletters, and holding conventions. In fact. I’d submit that a 
man or woman hasn’t moved beyond the stage of being a mere hoarder , until he or she seeks out 
others with a shared interest. The tmest collectors also collect fellow-travellers. 

At about the same stage in a collector’s evolution, he starts trying to go beyond the object itself, to 
try to understand the time and circumstances that produced it. Contrary to what is often said, a 
coin by itself can teach us very little. It can tell us something of the state of patriotic art at the time 
of its issuance; it can yield a variety of objective measurements. But what really grabs the 
collector, is how incredibly evocative it can be. Just being what it is, it creates a perception of 
immediacy unknown to the casual observer. Consider Sheldon’s “hymn of praise” to the early 
Philadelphia mint (in Penny Whimsy, page 132): 

A collection of 1794 cents reflects much of the story of one of the most 
pioneering and romantic stmggles in American history. In the little Mint 
building on Seventh Street in Philadelphia, during the middle of the last 
decade of the eighteenth century, history seems almost to have held her 
breath for a time, and we find the marks of her desperately clenched 
teeth engraved deeply on the soft copper pennies of those years. 

Purple prose?— Certainly. But look at these representative 1794 cents; don’t they, in fact, evoke 
the time and place that saw their birth? Real collectors want to know about that context . At that 
point, they are apt to learn some fascinating details. . .and these insights are emphatically not 
limited to early copper! 

For example, the collector of CC dollars who gets beyond the silly controversies of “63” versus 
“64” may be surprised to learn that, by the early ‘90s, the Comstock Lode was actually producing 
more coin value in gold than in silver. Thus, while it’s hardly even scarce (in the scale we use for 
early copper), I find this 189 ICC Eagle to be an incredibly evocative coin. Or consider this Henry 
VI groat, from the 1420’s. Its obverse is like countless varieties of medieval Englist groats; only a 
tme collector would notice that its reverse legend, “VILLA CALISIE,” differed from the usual 
“CIVITAS LONDON”. But what does this mean?— that it was struck under Henry’s authority at 
the Calais mint, in northern France; and thus, that it still bears testimony, after 582 years, to his 
father’s famous victory at Azincourt, nearby. Anybody who saw the last few minutes of the Super 
Bowl pregame this year, saw a bit of Shakespeare: King Henry’s exhortation to his troops before 
that battle: 

For he today that sheds his blood with me 
Shall be my brother; be he ne’er so vile 
This day shall gentle his condition: 

And gentlemen in England now abed 

Shall think themselves accurs’d they were not here. 

And hold their manhoods cheap whiles any speaks 
That fought with us upon Saint Crispin’s day. 

--Henry V, Act IV, Scene iii, 61-66. 

That’s what I hear, when I look at that little silver groat. 

What about my second question— are collectors bom, or made? I firmly believe that the seed has to 
fall on fertile soil. If there isn’t something in our psychological makeup that already inclines us 
toward collecting, some fascination with objects that speak to us of bygone worlds, I don’t believe 
we can be made into collectors. Shown this S-63, the average individual won’t see the ‘fallen 4’ 
(that’s really a high 9); he’ll either see just a nondescript old coin— which he’s apt as not to think is 
‘foreign’; or, thinking that all old coins are ‘rare and valuable,’ he’ll have visions of dollar signs 
dancing in his head. He’ll feel nothing of the fascination , and know nothing of the context . So the 
fact that it’ s an exceptional piece will be totally lost on him. He could care less about aspiring to 
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own it. The collector’ s particular simply isn’t there. 

Thus, I don’t believe that any of those ‘penny board promotions,’ or ‘drops’ of redeemable rare 
coins into circulation, will ever make a collector ‘from scratch.’ Some people who anguish over 
the future of coin collecting lament the wealth of alternative leisure-time activities available today, 
that weren’t around in the perceived ‘Golden Age’ of the late 50s to early 60s. I think that misses 
the point. The original motivating factor for the mass of accumulators in that era— comparatively 
few became seriously enamored collectors— ^as simply ‘something for nothing.’ They were less 
interested in filling that 1909s V.D.B. ‘hole,’ than in cashing in on the windfall that might be 
theirs, for filling it. These are the same uninitiated today who, when you show them a coin like 
this S-63, respond with, “What A it?” but with, “What’s it ?” 

I dp believe collecting can be nurtured . And I believe much of this goes on in a subconscious way. 
From childhood up, we structure our private worlds. One of the ways we provide that structure is 
by accumulating objects. Nobody sets out, as a child, to become a ‘serious’ collector of anything. 
As children, we acquire a few of these, a few of those— ball cards or trains, coins or comic books. 
We may rediscover that accumulation as adults, and find those things transformed into evocative 
objects, recreating a comer of our own pasts. That in itself can send us down the path toward a 
new collection, as my comments about electric trains (to follow) will show. 

In any event, once we find the object speaking to us, we’re at least susceptible to that collecting 
‘bug’ Sheldon spoke of. If it does bite us, we may be in for a wild ride. Remember, passion 
drives the tme collector, not reason. Reason is left to balance the checkbook— a position which can 
be like holding onto the mnaway horse’s tail! Consider this S-71, the last of my ‘special’ 1794 
cents. . .1 could tell you that it’s ex-Jack Robinson, and Denis Coring, and Dorothy Paschal, 
among a host of notable past owners; and that would all be tme. But the real point consists of two 
numbers inked into my JHR catalogue: 1800, and 2600— that’s what I intended to pay, and what I 
paid . Auction fever? Sure . Do I regret it? Not on your life . The collector in me simply had to 
have it. Getting there, building the collection is everything. 

Once we’ve gotten t/iere— wherever ‘there’ may be for us— we tend to get bored. We put that 
collection aside, or sell it, and move on to something else. And none of this goes on in a vacuum. 
Others see us; and humans being imitative creatures, some will follow us-though their ‘bug’ may 
take them in a very different direction from our own. Neither of my own children, to this point at 
least, have become coin collectors. And yet, as they’ve gained an appreciation for the various 
collections my wife and I have put together, I believe those objects have become a part of their own 
sense of ‘home.’ I doubt they’d ever feel at ease in some totally contemporary environment, where 
the sense of history goes no farther back than last week’s newsmagazine. That in itself may 
ultimately foster a collecting interest of their own. 

But to the last question: Why are people drawn to a particular collecting area? I’m sure everyone 
in this room has a story to tell, about their first half cent or large cent. In my case, it was an 1805 
S-267 (though I didn’t know that attribution until much later). It was far older than anything else I 
owned; it cost me $16, though it looked to me like it was in Very Fine condition, and according to 
the Redbook, that made it a $65 coin; and I was inexplicably enamored by that fraction. Put 
another way, it was ‘terribly’ old; it seemed incredibly cheap; and— what really set me on the road 
to becoming a collector —there was something indescribably fascinating for me in that fraction . It 
seemed like public education, almost like a public service message: We’re on the Decimal System 
Now! And it all spun off from that! That large cent collected me, as sure as I’m standing here 
tonight. 

Familiar childhood objects may ‘collect’ us, as well. In my particular case, that means American 
Flyer Trains. My Dad bought me my first train when I was three (if that tells you anything!). 
Here’s the 1952 American Flyer catalogue picture; and here’s the engine and tender today. For 


- 147- 


XXXI/ 180 


twenty-five years, those trains sat boxed up in a closet in my mother’s house. About eight years 
ago, I dug them out. I only had freight cars and a steam engine when I was a child; so of course, I 
passenger cms, dead diesel engines! Four pages farther along in that same catalog, you’ll 
find this— the ‘Silver Streak’ set. And here is it again, as the latest acquisition for my collection. 
That was the only year it was catalogued, by the way— a “One Year Type.” We all know what that 
does to the price of a coin ! But among train sets, this seems to be an underappreciated item. . .It 
cost me less than half what it would have cost to upgrade my S-267 to an XF. To me, that’s a ‘no 
brainer.’ Sometimes, there’s better collector value outside of early copper, and even outside of 
coins. 

Where trains take me back to my own childhood, other collectibles may help evoke the world of 
our ancestors. Maps do that for me. And if you stop and think about it, there are some interesting 
‘crossovers.’ Consider the Chain AMERI. How many links? — 15. The fifteenth state was? — 
Kentucky. To my way of thinking, a Chain cent is far more suggestive of early Kentucky than any 
English token could ever be! In addition, my wife’s family lived in Kentucky from around 1800. 
So, I’ve started collecting Kentucky maps. In this one from an 1801 Matthew Carey Pocket Atlas , 
note that it’s still “North Western Territory” north of the Ohio River, and the western end of the 
Tennessee border is still a straight horizontal line; plus, it’s “Kentuckey”— ’’key.” By 1805, as 
seen on this map by Arrowsmith and Lewis of Boston, the state of Ohio and Indiana territory 
existed, though the latter encompassed that territory west of the Wabash River that would become 
Illinois. This 1823 map, by Eielding Lucas of Baltimore, details an explosion of new counties, in 
full original color; though the shape of the border with Virginia is still a little strange. Similarly, 
one branch of my own family runs back to New Hampshire in the 1770s. If there were a lengthy 
mn of New Hampshires, the way there are New Jerseys, I suspect I’d collect them. As it is, I 
have to be satisfied with non-numismatic links to that time and place. This 1805 Arrowsmith and 
Lewis map suggests the start of my family odyssey— a journey that ran through Ohio and Indiana in 
the 1820s, to Iowa by the 1850’s. I especially love these early statehood maps, where only half of 
the counties are filled in! They exude a kind of expansive confidence that is foreign to our rigidly- 
bounded age. The same is true of this map of the United States as a work-in-progress, published 
by Matthew Carey in 1817. . .To hold an 1817 cent in my hand while I scan this map is to 
understand, in some greater measure, the world of that cent’s birth. 

Linally, by opening another window on the United States during the large cent era, my maps 
enhance the everyday reality of my large cents-the real people who settled those territories and 
states carried large cents in their pockets— and some of those settlers were my ancestors. So three 
interests— numismatics, historic maps, and family history— are melded into one composite portrait 
of life in America. There are always more details to be discovered, to add to that portrait. As a 
result, while arbitrarily-defined collections may be completed, there’s no end to collecting. It’s a 
passion for a lifetime. And I wish you joy in your’s. 

( 5Ae pmcediitg- mas, the text of, nuf, ta£A, as, deiiuened at the EjCLQ^ Educational 
£as, Vcqas,, IPeadoi^ CLpdl 18, 1997. Cln the one hand, J, >teatize that, without the 
slides, which accompanied the put^nam, it lochs, something: on the oth&i, 3, have had 
numerous, >tequesis, to >tepmnt it in, 3'enntf^Wise . 3, elected to- do so. 3, Believe that, to a 
Iwige extent, the collector’s, imagination, can supply, the 'dlustnations,. 3, must also 
admit that 3, was, pleasantly surprised By the numher of “canfes,sions,” of other 
collecting interests, that 3, received from fellow EUC’ers, in the aftermath of the talh— 
everything from gold thimMes, to paper ephemera related to the issuers, of 19th Cen- 
tury tohens,--But especially, fellow train collectors,. 3, hadn’t worried oBout including, 
non-copper coins, in my talh; and it’s, a short leap, from Boohs,, in which 3, know a 
numher of EUC’ers, are interested, to mapA; But 1950’s, electric trains,? 3hat. perhapo, 
was, too far afield for my audience. . .Us, it turned out, this, was, a needlesA worry. ) 
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97 EAC SALE Las Vegas 19 April 1997 
Total Bids ( 232861.00) 


Lot 

Bid 

Lot 

Bid 

Lot 

Bid 

Lot 

1 

28 

68 

2900 

135 

500 

202 

2 

26 

69 

200 

136 

280 

203 

3 

19 

70 

400 

137 

800 

204 

4 

46 

71 

40 

138 

65 

205 

5 

5 

72 

190 

139 

0 

206 

6 

40 

73 

1700 

140 

350 

207 

7 

28 

74 

160 

141 

475 

208 

8 

10 

75 

75 

142 

85 

209 

9 

26 

76 

90 

143 

475 

210 

10 

32 

77 

450 

144 

1600 

211 

11 

31 

78 

260 

145 

220 

212 

12 

50 

79 

360 

146 

300 

213 

13 

42 

80 

175 

147 

1300 

214 

14 

50 

81 

700 

148 

750 

215 

15 

50 

82 

180 

149 

1400 

216 

16 

10 

83 

1600 

150 

700 

217 

17 

700 

84 

325 

151 

600 

218 

18 

20 

85 

420 

152 

800 

219 

19 

22 

86 

0 

153 

400 

220 

20 

10 

87 

525 

154 

120 

221 

21 

155 

88 

260 

155 

0 

222 

22 

85 

89 

825 

156 

160 

223 

23 

450 

90 

1300 

157 

600 

224 

24 

140 

91 

14000 

158 

0 

225 

25 

525 

92 

450 

159 

7500 

226 

26 

300 

93 

800 

160 

0 

227 

27 

150 

94 

1600 

161 

800 

228 

28 

85 

95 

850 

162 

170 

229 

29 

70 

96 

1200 

163 

190 

230 

30 

140 

97 

260 

164 

800 

231 

31 

180 

98 

325 

165 

80 

232 

32 

60 

99 

200 

166 

2300 

233 

33 

150 

100 

700 

167 

750 

234 

34 

220 

101 

2600 

168 

1200 

235 

35 

52 

102 

350 

169 

700 

236 

36 

200 

103 

375 

170 

450 

237 

37 

85 

104 

170 

171 

200 

238 

38 

55 

105 

1900 

172 

550 

239 

39 

80 

106 

2000 

173 

750 

240 

40 

85 

107 

190 

174 

0 

241 

41 

150 

108 

500 

175 

0 

242 

42 

180 

109 

130 

176 

0 

243 

43 

190 

110 

180 

177 

170 

244 

44 

50 

111 

700 

178 

160 

245 

45 

130 

112 

525 

179 

650 

246 

46 

170 

113 

155 

180 

0 

247 

47 

90 

114 

350 

181 

170 

248 

48 

22 

115 

300 

182 

525 

249 

49 

34 

116 

120 

183 

6000 

250 

50 

35 

117 

250 

184 

6100 

251 

51 

700 

118 

21000 

185 

280 

252 

52 

260 

119 

300 

186 

3600 

253 

53 

425 

120 

170 

187 

140 

254 

54 

750 

121 

0 

188 

160 

255 

55 

650 

122 

150 

189 

52 

256 

56 

175 

123 

0 

190 

600 

257 

57 

600 

124 

210 

191 

700 

258 

58 

225 

125 

170 

192 

350 

259 

59 

3000 

126 

1500 

193 

0 

260 

60 

1800 

127 

850 

194 

375 

261 

61 

180 

128 

210 

195 

200 

262 

62 

650 

129 

2200 

196 

400 

263 

63 

575 

130 

1100 

197 

750 

264 

64 

325 

131 

5500 

198 

0 

265 

65 

500 

132 

1100 

199 

140 

266 

66 

200 

133 

7500 

200 

50 

267 

67 

575 

134 

210 

201 

350 

268 


Lot 

Bid 

Lot 

Bid 

Lot 

Bid 

269 

230 

336 

200 

403 

170 

270 

1000 

337 

65 

404 

220 

271 

100 

338 

110 

405 

220 

272 

450 

339 

350 

406 

180 

273 

120 

340 

280 

407 

110 

274 

1200 

341 

160 

408 

375 

275 

0 

342 

80 

409 

240 

276 

100 

343 

450 

410 

110 

277 

325 

344 

120 

411 

500 

278 

160 

345 

38 

412 

130 

279 

230 

346 

425 

413 

350 

280 

525 

347 

150 

414 

180 

281 

230 

348 

180 

415 

0 

282 

260 

349 

800 

416 

950 

283 

160 

350 

140 

417 

550 

284 

140 

351 

200 

418 

210 

285 

475 

352 

170 

419 

325 

286 

50 

353 

55 

420 

70 

287 

65 

354 

260 

421 

1425 

288 

325 

355 

375 

422 

120 

289 

260 

356 

100 

423 

1225 

290 

200 

357 

85 

424 

220 

291 

110 

358 

800 

425 

150 

292 

220 

359 

200 

426 

120 

293 

500 

360 

425 

427 

290 

294 

290 

361 

475 

428 

0 

295 

900 

362 

160 

429 

60 

296 

0 

363 

300 

430 

150 

297 

425 

364 

425 

431 

85 

298 

1700 

365 

750 

432 

150 

299 

80 

366 

150 

433 

1050 

300 

550 

367 

160 

434 

170 

301 

425 

368 

35 

435 

0 

302 

850 

369 

0 

436 

0 

303 

230 

370 

120 

437 

500 

304 

0 

371 

900 

438 

170 

305 

500 

372 

2500 

439 

160 

306 

160 

373 

140 

440 

400 

307 

300 

37 4 

120 

441 

0 

308 

800 

375 

130 

442 

160 

309 

800 

376 

140 

443 

650 

310 

0 

377 

600 

444 

0 

311 

100 

378 

180 



312 

0 

379 

260 



313 

85 

380 

85 



314 

475 

381 

325 



315 

0 

382 

0 

NOTE: 

Lots 

316 

115 

383 

200 

86. 123. 139. 

317 

260 

384 

350 



318 

600 

385 

140 

158 , 

180, 214 

319 

350 

386 

290 

231, 

237, and 

320 

0 

387 

900 

296 were with- 

321 

150 

388 

1800 

drawn 

. The 

322 

130 

389 

130 



323 

200 

390 

240 

other 

lots 

324 

400 

391 

75 

listed at $0 

325 

38 

392 

0 

were 

repur- 

326 

500 

393 

0 

chased bv the 

327 

0 

394 

35 



328 

0 

395 

800 

consignors . 

329 

375 

396 

0 



330 

150 

397 

190 



331 

240 

398 

200 



332 

500 

399 

180 



333 

220 

400 

800 



334 

375 

401 

700 



335 

160 

402 

130 
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Bid 

400 

325 

550 

800 

90 

525 

0 

210 

0 

0 

220 

450 

0 

2000 

140 

375 

20 

575 

350 

575 

350 

0 

0 

575 

425 

525 

510 

475 

700 

0 

0 

350 

2000 

120 

650 

0 

0 

0 

0 

200 

525 

525 

425 

230 

0 

550 

250 

700 

120 

170 

425 

0 

280 

325 

0 

110 

575 

300 

400 

400 

950 

40 

1700 

500 

230 

210 

110 
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1997 EAC CONVENTION EXHIBITS RECAP 

Greg and Lisa Heim 


Compared to last year’s convention in Philadelphia, we were a little disappointed with only 
having two exhibits. That disappointment ended quickly when I arrived in Las Vegas, as one 
needed a drool bib when viewing the museum-quality displays. 

James Goudge had a fascinating display of Connecticut copper errors. As fascinating as 
the material was, the effort that Jim put into the display was even more fascinating. Although he 
has not been exhibiting for a long time, Jim knows the “formula” for combining education, 
aesthetics, and really nice numismatic material. 

Chain Cents, anyone? Fifteen 1793 Chain Cents in one case from four collectors with the 
worst one grading a VF30! Denis Loring, Walter Husak, Alan Weinberg, and John McDonald 
showed off their die variety collections of the 1793 Chain Cents. We are certain that no better 
group has ever been on display anywhere. 

Lisa and I wish to thank these five gentlemen for taking the time to display their coins and 
share their knowledge. If the 1998 Convention Committee wants us to coordinate the exhibits in 
Boston, we would be honored. 




1997 EAC SALE AND CALL FOR CONSIGNMENTS FOR THE 1998 SALE 

The 1997 EAC Sale was a success. A total of 59 consignors provided 444 lots for the Sale. 
The prices realized for the Sale are shown elsewhere. Two corrections should be noted. Lots 47 
and 433 were purchased by the consignors. The corrected total hammer price is $231,721. 
Thanks to all consignors, participants, lot showers, Dale Anderson, Bob Grellman, Denis Loring, 
Phil Moore and Fred Truex. 

The 1998 Convention is in Boston, MA on April 2-5. Due to the earlier convention, the time 
to have coins photographed and my schedule, the consignment deadline has been changed to 
December 1, 1997. Consignments may be mailed to me or given to me at shows. Large 
consignments must be mailed . Include the following with your consignment; 

Name 

Address 

Day Phone Number 

Night Phone Number 

Itemized Listing Of Your Consignment 

Remember that coins submitted for an EAC Sale should have few problems and a minimum 
value of $100. Significant coins will be photographed. 

Consideration is being given to having a Mail-Bid Only section with a closing date of April 
12, 1998. Coins with too many problems for the main sale or a value under $100 would be included 
in the Mail-Bid Only section. Descriptions will be less detailed and some coins may be group lotted. 
Coins submitted for the Mail-Bid Only section should still be desirable coins. The Mail-Bid Only 
section will not be a dumping ground for problem / junk coins. 

Please contact me to discuss a consignment to the 1998 EAC Sale. 

Tom Reynolds 
PO Box 24529 
Omaha, NE 68124 
(402) 895 - 3065 
************* 
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EAC SALE 
1^9^9tAt8 


CALL FOR CONSIGNMENTS 
★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


The Sale Committee is soliciting consignments for the 1998 EAC Sale to be held in 
conjunction with the annual Early American Coppers Convention. The Convention will be 
held in Boston, MA, April 2 - 5. 

The Early American Coppers Convention is devoted exclusively to early U S. copper 
coins. Your early U.S. copper coins will thus receive full exposure to serious copper 
collectors and dealers. Significant pieces will be photographed. A mail bid only section is 
being considered. 

The Sale will be limited to approximately 450 
to 500 lots. It is the Committee’s goal that the 
Sale be composed of: (see insert directly 
right) 


TYPE 

LOTS 

Half Cents 

30 - 100 

Large Cents 

350 - 400 

Colonials 

15-20 

Hard Times Tokens 

15-20 

Literature 

10 - 15 


In past years, choice, scarce and rare coins have brought very strong prizes. The 1998 
Sale should continue this tradition. Better coins and consignments are requested. Large 
cents should have a minimum value of $100 per coin. Coins other than Large Cents will 
be accepted regardless of value, to the extent explained in the report of the EAC Sale 
Committee (September, 1991 issue of Penny-Wise) 

Commissions are charged to defray the 
costs of the EAC Convention, and are on a 
sliding scale based upon convention costs 
and the total Sale gross receipts. 

Commission rates will be; (see insert directly 
right) 


Gross Receipts 

Commission Rate 

$000,001 - $200,000 

8.0% 

$200,001 - $350,000 

6.0% 

$350,001 and over 

4.0% 


There are no buyer’s fees in EAC Sales! 

There will be 4% consignor buy-back charge. 

CONSIGNMENT DEADLINE -4 DECEMBER 1, 1997 


All coins should be sent via REGISTERED MAIL, RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 
Consignments may be hand-delivered to Tom at major coin shows. 

Feei free to contact Tom Reynolds in advance to discuss your coins, and to 
review the advantages to you and to the Club of consigning to the EAC Sale. 


CONTACT 


Tom Reynolds 
Post Office Box 24529 
Omaha, NE 68124 
(402) 895 - 3065 
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MINUTES OF THE EAC BOARD OF GOVERNORS MEETING 


April 19, 1997 

The meeting was called to order at 7:45 AM by President Wes Rasmussen. John Wright presented 
the Treasurer’s Report, which appeared in the January P-W . Harry Salyards recommended that 
Ron Manley receive the Editor’s Award. Pete Smith’s Historian’s Report will appear in the May 
issue of P-W . Mabel Ann Wright presented the Librarian’s Report. The library is active and 
growing. A new library catalog will appear in an upcoming issue of P-W . 

Dale Anderson has replaced Dan Demeo as the on-site EAC Sale Coordinator. Tom Reynolds, 
EAC Sale cataloger, recommended the following changes in the Sale procedure: 

1. Cutoff date for lot submission: December 1 (instead of January 31). 

2. Add a ‘mail bid only’ section at the end of the Sale for less expensive 
and group lots, while still excluding junk coins. 

3. Have a lot viewing room Thursday morning for dealers with tables. 

4. Change the mailing date of the March 1998 issue of P-W to March 1, 

and mail the catalog at the same time. 

5. Increase the buyback fee to 3%. 

These recommendations were approved by the Board. 

Jon Lusk proposed creating a Web page for EAC, registered as www.eac.org, and volunteered to 
be the club’s webmaster. The Board accepted Jon’s proposal. 

The Board approved an increase in EAC dues from $20 to $25 for third-class mailing, to cover the 
increases in production and mailing costs. The Board also voted an increase in advertising rate in 
P-W from $80 to $100 per page, with an additional $60 per page charge for graphic and halftone 
preparation, where applicable. This, too, was in response to increased costs; it cost essentially $92 
per page to print and distribute P-W to the membership in 1996. 

The Board voted that bourse fees for future conventions be proposed by the convention chair and 
reviewed by the President before finalization. It was reported that the 1998 Convention hotel in 
Boston has been purchased by Radisson, and the facility is being upgraded. 

The Board discussed a number of proposals from Steve Ellsworth regarding membership eligibility 
and criminal convictions. The Board took no action on the proposals. 

The Board discussed a proposal from Greg Heim for a class of Associate Membership in EAC. 
The Board voted not to create such a class at this time, in view of the attendant expense involved in 
amending and reprinting the Bylaws. 

The Board designated the recently-created group of EAC’ers online as EAC Region VIII, with 
Denis Loring representing Region VIII’s interests on the Board. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 A.M. 


Respectfully submitted. 


Denis W. Loring 
National Secretary 
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MINUTES OF THE 1997 EAC ANNUAL MEETING 


Las Vegas, Nevada — April 20, 1997 

The meeting was called to order by President Wes Rasmussen at 9:00 A.M. 
members and guests were in attendance: 


Mark Borckardt, Wolfeboro, NH 
Dan Holmes, Cleveland, OH 
March Wells, Louisville, KY 
Robert Matthews, Brighton, MI 
Eugene Williams, Macon, GA 
Harry Salyards, Hastings, NE 
Stu Hodge, Dallas, TX 
Linda Hodge, Dallas, TX 
Bill Mitchell, Olympia, WA 
Walter Husak, Burbank, CA 
Phil Moore, Northridge, CA 
Dianna Moore, Northridge, CA 
Fred Truex, Northridge, CA 
Mike Wierzba, New Providence, NJ 
Dennis Wierzba, New Providence, NJ 
Ron Manley, Salisbury, NC 
R. Tettenhorst, St. Louis, MO 
Jan Edeburn, Niceville, FL 
Greg Heim, North Brunswick, NJ 
Jim Goudge, Canoga Park, CA 
Mike Bristow, Groville, CA 
Bruce Hickmott, Dayton, OH 
Joel Spingarn, Georgetown, CT 
Bim Gander, Escondido, CA 
Leonard Wingo, Riverside, CA 
Jim Hart, La Cresenta, CA 
John Wright, St. Joseph, MI 
Mabel Ann Wright, St. Joseph, MI 
Bill Weber, Santa Rosa, CA 
Stan Henneman, Rancho Cordova, CA 
Ed Jasper, Dallas, TX 
Dale Anderson, San Luis Obispo, CA 
Gene Heard, San Diego, CA 
G. Lee Kuntz, Claremont, CA 
Joyce Kuntz, Claremont, CA 
Chris McCawley, Edmond, OK 
Bob Grellman, Lake Mary, FL 
Don Valenziano, Hicksville, NY 
Shirley Valenziano, Hicksville, NY 
Jon Lusk, Ypsilanti, MI 
Joe Kane, McLean, VA 
Terry Hess, Clemmons, NC 
Bob Travis, Davis, CA 
Jim McGuigan, North Versailles, PA 
Stephen Fischer, Granville, WV 
Jon Warshawsky, San Diego, CA 


The following 


Phil Ralls, Glendale, CA 
A1 Boka, Las Vegas, NV 
Jeff Gresser, Las Vegas, NV 
Harry Colborn, Pittsburgh, PA 
Jan Valentine, Napa, CA 
Mark Hays, Houston, TX 
Mike Demling, Linwood, NJ 
Steve Daniels, Stillwater, MN 
Lanny Reinhardt, Paterson, NJ 
Bob Miller, Elmwood Park, NJ 
Rod Widok, Barrington, IL 
Joan Widok, Barrington, IL 
John Griffee, Ocala, FL 
George Trostel, Southington, CT 
Tom Knopp, Charlotte, NC 
Jack Beymer, Santa Rosa, CA 
Charles Davis, Wenham, MA 
Fred Lake, St. Petersburg, FL 
Tom Madigan, Miami, FL 
Randy Snyder, Carmichael, CA 
Steven Ellsworth, Clifton, VA 
Dan Demeo, Torrance, CA 
Bob Vail, Sacramento, CA 
Del Bland, Mill Creek, WA 
Henry Jablononski, Cohoes, NY 
Tom Reynolds, Omaha, NE 
Kathy Reynolds, Omaha, NE 
Paul Delfeld, Dallas, TX 
Dan Speck, Lockport, NY 
John Junker, Vancouver, WA 
H. Craig Hamling, Westtown, NY 
Steve Hayden, Mauldin, SC 
Seott Williams, Las Vegas, NV 
Allan Davisson, Cold Spring, MN 
Lou Wiessman, Bellevue, WA 
Wayne Anderson, Maple Grove, MN 
Bill Thomas, Tempe, AZ 
Bill Amshay, Phoenix, AZ 
Chuck Heck, Bohemia, NY 
Karyn Heck, Bohemia, NY 
David Palmer, Smithtown, NY 
Eugene Sternlicht, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
Bob Rhue, Denver, CO 
Dave Wnuck, Meriden, CT 
Clem Schettino, Saugus, MA 
Frank McGarth, Boston, MA 
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Tom Rinaldo, Bolinas, CA 
Christopher Young, Pasadena, MD 
Dan Trollan, Durango, CO 
Mike Fedder, Hooksett, NH 
Denis Coring, New York, NY 
Wes Rasmussen, Las Vegas, NV 


Stan Stephens, Morgantown, WV 
Larry Gaye, Beaverton, OR 
Jack Robinson, McLean, VA 
Hue Robinson, McLean, VA 
Frank Stillinger, Chatham, NJ 


The club observed a moment of silence in memory of Sheldon Schultz and Mac MacDonald, two 
FAC members who recently passed away. The usual round of introductions followed. 


Wes thanked the people responsible for the success of the convention: 

A1 Boka and Jeff Gresser, convention chairs 

Rick Coleman, half cent happening 

Jan Valentine, large cent happening 

Dennis Wierzba, colonial happening 

Bob Vail and John Wright, educational program organizers 

Greg Heim, exhibits 

Stu Hodge, bourse chair 

Bruce Hickmott, Bob Moumey, Greg Heim and Jeff Oliphant, bourse setup 
Tom Reynolds, Dale Anderson, Denis Coring, Jeff Gresser, Bob Vail, 
Steve Fischer, and Bob Grellman, EAC sale 
Lee Kuntz, 30th anniversary medallions 


The Board of Governors has accepted the resignation from EAC of Jeffrey Rock. Wes offered 
special thanks to Jeff Oliphant for his legal consulting services and investigation of the matter on 
behalf of EAC. 


There is no EAC Literary Award this year. 

Citing his many contributions to the study of United States half cents over the past year, in articles 
notable for both their clarity of style and sound scientific reasoning, Harry Salyards announced that 
the EAC Editor’s Award for this year goes to Ron Manley. Ron’s work was warmly 
acknowledged by the members in attendance. 

Mark Borckardt reported that the early date book is not yet complete. 

Future EAC conventions were announced: 

1998, April 2-5, Boston 

1999, April 15-18, Cincinnati 

2000, Clearwater, Florida, date to be determined 

Bob Grellman announced the sale of the Wes Rasmussen collection of late date large cents, at the 
FUN show in Orlando, January 10, 1998. This will be the finest set of late date cents ever 
auctioned. 


The meeting was adjourned at 9:35 AM. 


Respectfully submitted. 


Denis W. Loring 
National Secretary 
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HISTORIAN’S REPORT - 1997 

Pete Smith 


The EAC Historian has only one stated responsibility: To gather and preserve materials 
related to EAC from non-EAC sources. In practice, that means gathering clippings from Coin World 
and Numismatic News. 

An event occurred three years ago that had an impact on my role as EAC Historian. Remy 
Bourne closed his business and sold the building where he kept a complete collection of Coin 
Worid. He gave me 30 to 40 large boxes of back issues of Coin World and Numismatic News. In 
three years, I have gone through about 75% of the boxes, pulling clippings for my personal 
research and for the EAC historical archives. 

The good news is that I have gathered hundreds of additional clippings including many from 
the early years of EAC before 1 was appointed Historian. The bad news is that these clippings are 
unorganized and uncatalogued. 

A second event should be mentioned. 1 had an inventory of the EAC clippings on my XT 
computer. In November 1993, 1 bought a 486 clone computer. I have been unable to transfer the 
clipping inventory to my new computer and unwilling to continue to maintain the list on my old 
computer. 

I have gathered a limited amount of material from our annual conventions but I generally 
have not gotten material from conventions that I have not attended. I have received a few packets 
of information from former officers. 

I continue to contribute occasional articles to Pennv-Wise . Some of these articles relate to 
the history of EAC. 

In this past year, the Internet has emerged as a tool for communication among many EAC 
members. I expressed concern that there might be no permanent record and volunteered to write 
a summary of Internet messages for publication in P-W . 

I have answered questions by mail and on the Internet. It is not always possible to separate 
what I do as Historian and what I do as an active EAC member. 


************* 


On Saturday afternoon at the Convention, I misplaced a 4 14 " X 6 14 " display tray. It is red 
with a black border. If you found it, contact: Tom Reynolds 

PO Box 24529 
Omaha, NE 68124 
(402) 895 - 3065 


************ 
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CONVENTION NEWS FROM THE INTERNET 


TOM GESNER writes, 

While flying back home from the EAC convention yesterday, I jotted a few notes about my 
experiences. If you think they’ll be of interest to Region 8, pass them along. I know its a bit long, 
so truncate if you want. These are just ruminations of an excited EAC’er, so editorial intervention 
is probably warranted. 

Notes From A “Bottom Feeder” Attending The EAC Convention: 

Day 1 ; I checked into my hotel room at 9:00 on Friday, just in time to drop off my bags, 
grab a few things, and run off to the bourse. Time constraints permitted only staying overnight and 
departing mid afternoon Saturday, so there was no time to waste! I had set as my goal completing 
the variety set of 1802 (no NCs) - needing S234, S235, S237, S239, and S240. 

Upon reaching the bourse, I was surprised that quite a few tables were vacant, but it was 
early Friday and perhaps more dealers would arrive as the day progressed. Soon a problem free 
S235, G5, DSIII, ex Spingarn, had found a new home. A couple hours later and after much copper 
ogling, I would purchase examples of S237 and S239. Severe hunger and a bit of eye fatigue were 
now setting in. A break was due. So I headed to the Main Street Station for the luncheon buffet. 
After three trips through the buffet line, it was time to head back to the hotel room. 

I had spent considerable time eye bailing an S234. My terse attribution notes indicated 
otherwise, so I needed to consult with Sheldon and JHR I in my room. My notes were incorrect, the 
coin was definitely an S234. So the first order of business was back to the Plaza hotel to get it. I 
normally avoid Fr-2s, but the few other examples on the bourse were in much higher grades and 
well beyond my budget. For me, sometimes it’s better to obtain a higher rarity coin in a low grade, 
than to wait to find it affordably priced unattributed in higher grade, or to wait until my budget 
reaches that of an attributed one. I, too, believe in spending only that which I could comfortably 
lose. I was lucky, the S234 was there and bought it. The S234 is just plain worn. So four down 
with just the S240 left. I made a few more rounds of the bourse to ensure I hadn’t overlooked an 
S240 or a new one had surfaced by purchase from a collector on the floor, to no avail . . . Stopping 
by Steve Ellsworth’s table, I soon found myself with an S261. Perhaps the 1803 series will be my 
next focus. The exhibit of 1793s was extraordinary, but I will leave that to others more 
knowledgeable to describe. Harry Salyards gave a poignant talk on the evolution, progression, and 
nuances of being a EAC collector. Judging by the look on others in attendance, he was on the 
mark. 


Day 2; Needing the S240, my focus was intact. Immediately, I saw Tom Reynolds was 
set up. Sure enough, he had one. Mission accomplished! A few more dealers were set up, but 
had nothing for my interest. While taking another round of checking, I stopped where I had picked 
up the S234. There was a “junk box” with mostly EDLCs, which were not out previously. Looking 
through, I found a 1798 with a rev. die break, but a severely pitted obv. Die breaks catch my eye 
and for $3.00, go for it! Turns out it’s an SI 75; just keep the obv. down. 

The time passed too quickly and I was soon on my way home. The time was well spent and 
thoroughly enjoyable. EAC dealers are really great. All were friendly, letting everyone carefully 
scrutinize their coins, without the harassment seen at other venues. The only negative I 
experienced was in obtaining the 30*'' Anniversary EAC MEDALLION. No signs and uninformed 
staff left me frustrated . . . Obvious signs and availability would seem in order. A lot of shows have 
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their event-oriented medallions at the admission desk. 


Great convention, so much quality copper to at drool over, I only wished I could have stayed 

longer. 


BOB TRAVIS writes: 

I’m sure you will be swamped with Las Vegas news so I’ll try to be brief. For those of you 
that didn’t attend, you missed a good one. Can you believe fifteen of the top Chain Cents in 
existence in one case? That was just part of the educational display. How about 15 Starred 
Reverse cents laid out on a table for anyone to pick up? That happened at the Large Cent 
Happening. Apparently there were four more Starred Reverse cents locked in security and 
unavailable for inclusion in the Happening. I missed the Saturday afternoon seminars as I had 
some work that just had to be done. That was the trade off for going to Las Vegas. BUT, I heard 
they were great. Denis Loring, John Wright and March Wells apparently gave excellent 
presentations. Harry Salyards, Phil Ralls, and Bill Weber gave super presentations Friday evening. 
Harry talked about the collector mentality, Phil discussed Newcomb’s book on 1801 - 02 - 03 cents, 
and Bill covered Half Cent literature, including an exciting upcoming publication. This was one of 
those rare occasions when I really wished the program had been longer. The highlight for me 
though, was the Sale. As a collector of EF - AU Middle Dates I was ecstatic to get lot 215 (1820 
N9, EF 45). John wright said in his book that the collector looking for a high grade 20 N9 usually 
gives up after a while and purchases a F-12. I purchased a F-12 just two months ago. Sold it 
Sunday. 


JIM HART writes: 

People who displayed S-48’s at EAC 97 LARGE CENT HAPPENING. L. Michael Lawrence, 
Wes Rasmussen, Dan Holmes 2nd and 4th place, Denis Loring, Dan Trollan place, Steven 
Ellsworth 5'" place, Walt Husak 1®' place CC#1, John Wright, Doug Bird. 


CHRIS MCCAWLEY writes, 

The EAC convention was a great success. The organizers did a terrific job as every event 
from the bourse to the annual meeting went off perfectly. At the Large Cent Happening, a new 
collector at his first EAC meeting ever sat behind the viewing table with 15 Starred Reverse 1794 
S-48s in front of him. Imagine how you would feel going from hardly knowing what a Starred 
Reverse is to being invited and trusted to show 15 of them (value approx $500,000). This is a 
group that knows how to welcome strangers! This was the most heavily attended conventions 1 
have been to to date. Each year 1 make up a hundred T-shirts to give away and come home with 
extras. This year I ran out after the 2"'^ day. Also this was my best EAC ever in terms of sales. Jeff 
Gresser, A1 Boka and Wes Rasmussen, along with everyone else who helped, deserve our thanks. 

* * * 
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JON WARSHAWSKY writes: 

Just returned from Las Vegas. I don’t have the numbers, but this must have been the most 
well-attended EAC convention yet - hats off to Wes, Al and Jeff. 

Highlights: Harry Salyards’ presentation on the psychology of collectors offered a different 

spin on why we are all EAC’ers. I hope he writes it up in P-W for those who missed it. 

The 1793 chain cent exhibit - S-1 through S-4 in unbelievable preservation was an event 
by itself. EAC’ers are fortunate to have among our ranks well-heeled members who like to exhibit 
these coins. 

The Breen book on early dates: No, it isn’t ready yet, but Mark Borckardt of B & M allowed 
me to sneak away with the most recent typescript for about an hour and a half. I’ll preview it in 
Numismatic News in the next month or so. 

John Wright’s hands-on lecture on his error and other fascinating favorites was great. His 
collection of eye-opening “how did that ever leave the Mint?” large cents is extensive, and 
participants had the opportunity to examine the coins up close. 

The Large Cent Happening, organized by Jan Valentine (I’m biased because I did not have 
the opportunity to attend the half cent or colonial happenings), afforded the opportunity to view 15 
examples of the Starred Reverse 1 794 at once. Included were the Adams and Garrett coins, CC#1 
and CC#2. With only about 60 - 70 of these coins known, it is hard to understate the importance 
of this event. 

Jon Lusk represented the Region 8 / Web Page initiative at the Board meeting and we’re 
funded. Denis announced at the general meeting on Sunday that Region 8 has been officially 
recognized. Wonder what Dr. Maris would have to say about all of this . . . 

Talking and dining with some EAC’ers I see too rarely - John Wright, Joel Spingarn, Al 
Bennett, Bim Gander and others. Joel even managed to sell me a Conder token and a copy of 
Dalton & Hamer. Good stuff. 

Lowlights (?): After three tips to Las Vegas, I can say with confidence that the Plaza Hotel 
is a distant third on the list of hotels in which I’ve stayed. The convention facility was good, and our 
convention organizers did a first-rate job, but I must have passively smoked two packs a day 
walking through the lobby. 


RICK COLEMAN writes: 

EAC in Vegas was fun. Denis Loring has been named as Region 8's representative until 
the Website / / Webmaster is ready to go. We explained to the board that Region 8 allows quick 
communication between members and was going to happen anyway. Although there was limited 
understanding among the board members of what we were talking about, they agreed to sanction 
the effort and let us go forward. Jon Lusk will be creating the website and acting as the webmaster 
once the website is created. EAC will be registered as the keyword for access. All in all, significant 
progress has been made. My convention was quite successful. I picked up an 1800 half cent in 
MS-60 semi-PL which I believe is a new die stage [contrary to Ron Manley’s initial opinion], no 
offense intended, Ron! It would be a Breen D.S. II+. The clash marks are vestigial, the engravers 
scratch at F is still visible, and there are strong die polishing marks in the field. Possibly an 
intermediate polishing to remove the clash marks, prior to the regrinding / repolishing that resulted 
in the common later die states III and IV. We may need further comparison with other high grade 
examples to confirm or refute my opinion. There appeared to be an enormous amount of activity. 
Lots of coins and lots of buyers. Good news for the copper market! 
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